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Introduction to this Special Edition 
on RV 89 of the EME Journal 


By LCol J.F. J. Forget, SSO Maint at 
FMC HQ 

The last concentration of the 
FMC Division called RV 89 is now 
over. Most of the repairs required in 
relation to RV 89 are completed and 
we can say that the books are closed. 
This may be the feeling that most 
EME members deployed at RV 89 
have, but it is not completely true. 
The comradship, esprit-de-corps, per¬ 
sonal experience and training which 
developed and matured prior to and 
during the concentration are alive 
and well. Furthermore, the numerous 
lessons learned on the structure of 
Maintenance Battalion, recovery and 
maintenance procedures and opera¬ 
tions within a Division are also alive 
and well. 

During RV 89, more than 3500 
vehicles and trailers, over 14,000 
weapons, more than 3000 radios 
and radars and God only knows 
how many other communications, 
FCS, wpns and mat tech related 
equipment were deployed. Our 
Craftsmen kept the vehicle off (VOR) 
the road rate at an average of only 
5.1 percent with 3.1 percent at first 
line and two percent at second line. 
When parts were available VOR 
equipment would be back on the 
road within 48 hours. 

More than 1500 EME personnel 
all ranks went to RV 89. We were 
the third largest group after the 
“Queen of Battle”, the infantry, and 
the logisticians. Stories were going 
around the division about Craftsmen 
meeting again, for the first time, ten 
to fifteen years since their QL 3 course. 
Craftsmen which had not seen each 
other for more than a decade had a 
chance to work together or meet on 
very special occasions such as the 
EME day celebrations organized by 
the Maintenance Battalion. 


Those assuming that doctrine was 
written only to keep staff officers 
busy had the chance to witness the 
test of the EME doctrine calling for 
a Maintenance Battalion to be devel¬ 
oped with Service Battalions (Brigade 
Support Units) as part of a Division 
Support Group (DISGP). The deploy¬ 
ment of equipment collection points 
(ECPs) and the use of the Delivery 
Points (DP) to bring non-serviceable 
equipment and spare parts to second 
line units were also tested. Many 
lessons, good and bad, were learned 
that will most likely influence the 
structure and procedures used by 
EME personnel in 1 Cdn Div. 

The theme of this special edition 
of the EME journal is “the Craftsmen 
at RV 89”. The Craftsmen made sure 
the equipment was back on the road 
quickly either through knowledge¬ 
able repair and recovery techniques 
or through efficient and flexible use 
of the repair and recovery system 
including local contracts. 

The articles in this special edition 
reflect the fact that the Craftsman is 
also a soldier. Not only does he have 
to be able to fix the equipment but 
he has to be able to defend himself 
to stay alive and also to be close to 
the equipment to get it back on the 
road quickly. Our Craftsmen have 
demonstrated this well during RV 89. 

To all those involved in the RV 89 
planning and execution “well done”. 

J.F. J. Forget 

LCol 

SSO Maint 
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DISGP_ 

RV 89 Divisional/DISGP 
G4 MAINT Cell 


The RV 89 planning had been 
going on since RV 87. In early 1989. 
conferences/meetings were very fre¬ 
quent to review, amend and finalize 
SOPs, Standing Orders, Statement of 
duties, directives, instructions and 
doctrine. 

Field equipment is issued, vehicles 
and equipments are sent by rail, flat 
bed or driven. Travel claims are given 
out. Finally, the big day, departure 
day (14 April 1989), off for a two- 
month paid holiday with field pay 
to Camp Wainwright Alberta until 
9 June 1989 to practice Divisional 
LEME doctrine. 

But who in particular are we 
talking about? We are talking about 
the RV 89 Divisional and DISGP G4 
Maint team as seen on the photo from 
left to right: MWO (Gary) Boleszczuk, 
LT (Roger) Dulac, MAJ (Bruno) Cantin 
and CWO (Joe) Laliberte. 

None of the two months was easy. 
The first two weeks were most cru¬ 
cial. Firstly, we had to ensure that 
everyone had the same doctrine in 
mind, the LEME doctrine. Secondly, 
we had to make sure that the doc¬ 
trine was fully understood and fol¬ 
lowed. The latter took some doing, 
some had never heard of or had 
read and didn’t understand it or 


didn’t believe in the LEME Divi¬ 
sional concept. After working so 
many years in their own ways, it 
was difficult for some to engage 


their mind into true LEME doctrine. 
But, one can truthfully say that 
many of the non-believers did come 
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around and saw positiveness in this 
doctrine at the end of RV 89. 

Sure we had problems. One has 
to expect problems when one or all 
of the following are lacking: space 
(area), personnel, vehicles, equip¬ 
ments, repairs parts, tools and heat. 

It didn’t matter how much cold, 
rain or dust or how many cater¬ 
pillars were thrown at us, we made 
it work. This was, for most of us, a 
chance in a military career to see 
from our own eyes this Divisional 
Maintenance concept in action. It 
worked very well. It set a good 
foundation for 1 Cdn Div and we 
are proud to have been part of it. 

The Divisional responsibilities of 
the G4 Maint to the G4 (see figure 
# 1) were to: 

- Provide advice on the employ¬ 
ment of maintenance resources 
and technical advice on all 
equipment (less aircraft) utilized 


by formations/units within the 
Division; 

- Plan, co-ordinate and control 
repair and recovery activities 
within the Division (through G4 
Ops); 

- Draft repair and recovery poli¬ 
cies, instructions and SOPs; 

- Review, assess and take action 
on maintenance reports and 
returns; 

- Co-ordinate technical inspections; 

- Draft policies and procedures 
on equipment denial/destruc¬ 
tion of equipment; 

- Report on manufacture defects 
or other technical failures, sug¬ 
gesting improvements and 
implementing technical instruc¬ 
tions and orders; 

- Draft the maintenance input to 
Divisional administration orders 
and instructions for the G4; 


- Direct repair scaling for the 
Division; 

- Maintain technical liaison with 
higher formation headquarters; 

- Co-ordinate maintenance 
inspections and inspection 
reports as required by the 
Commander; 

- Co-ordinate workload re¬ 
allocation between BSUs and 
Maint Bn when workload is too 
heavy at BSUs; and 

- Act as the Divisional OPI for 
LEME and other technical 
trades performing land main¬ 
tenance activities in the 
Division. 

The Divisional G4 Maint also 
provided a DISGP G4 Maint 
(see figure # 2). 

J.O, Laliberte CWO and 
FMC Comd Maint CWO 


DIVISIONAL STRUCTURE DIVISIONNAIRE 
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125 SUP Bn Maintenance Platoon 
on RV 89 


By Lt Jim Boucher BN Maint O 2 SVC 
BN 

Maintenance Platoon of 125 Supply 
Batalion kept the battalions vehicles 
on the road and a whole lot more 
on RV 89. 


The Maintenance Platoon team 
was made up of EME and Supply 
technicians who worked together to 
provide first line maintenance sup¬ 
port to both 125 Supply Battalion 
and 10 Military Police Company. 

The majority of the platoon came 
from the first line maintenance organiz¬ 
ation of 2 Service Battalion. To fulfill 
the requirements of 125 Supply Bat¬ 
talion, Maintenance Company of 
2 Service Battalion detached some of 
their best weapons technicians, fire 
control systems technicians, and 
materials technicians to the platoon 
before leaving Petawawa. 


Materials technician, Cpl Darrell Bates turns sheet metal into signs to fulfill 
a Maintenance Platoon tasking. 



MWO Rick Prodaniuk was the 
Platoon Commander and shop man¬ 
ager for most of the exercise. When 
asked what was the greatest task 
overcome by the platoon on the 
exercise he answered, "Since the 
Supply Battalion was made up of 
companies from three different 
brigades, it took us a long time to 
find out exactly what vehicles were 
brought to RV 89". This task required 
a great deal of time and effort. MWO 
Prodaniuk added, "In Iran we didn't 
know exactly what vehicles we had 
on the ground until the day we left". 

Maintenance Platoon held the 
unique responsibility of maintaining 
the equipment at the two divisional 
shower sites, the laundry unit, and 
the decontamination points. Working 
on the M12A1 Decontamination 
Units was a challenge since they 
were first introduced in the 1950s 
and it is difficult to get parts. 

The vehicle technicians of Main¬ 
tenance Platoon worked on all types 
of SMP vehicles. Even with the 
heavy workload they faced, there 
was still time for fun. "We were 
working down at one of the shower 


sites when a helicopter landed right 
next to us. A Colonel jumped out 
and asked us if we wanted to go for 
a ride. That ride was the most fun 
I've had on the exercise", said Pte 
Frank Vinciguerra. 

Pte Rusty Hunt was a fire control 
systems technician in the platoon. 
His job consisted primarily of wiring 
the camp for both heat and light. 

He said, "A lot was new to us, we 
had to learn what to do and then 
do the job. That's what made things 
interesting". 

But not all the days of RV 89 
were Maintenance Platoon 
deployed of the divisional field 
training exercise, three company 
size FTXs and one rear area secu¬ 
rity exercise. Pte Chris Lippert 
boasted. "We deployed 
at noon to set up a defensive 
position with 1 Field Supply 
Company. The operation when 
very well since they didn't locate 
us until 0530 hours the next 
morning". 

The most distinctive member 
of the Maintenance Platoon team 



Cpl Doug Stevenson, a vehicle tech¬ 
nician in Maint PI of 2 Administra¬ 
tion Company re-attaches the 
driveshaft on a 5/4 ton truck. 

was "Rusty the pig”. Rusty spent 
five happy weeks with main¬ 
tenance platoon where he spent 
most of his time dining with his 
consort, ’Tramp’, from 2 MP Pla¬ 
toon. Unfortunately, Rusty is no 
longer with his Maintainer friends. 
After exercise Magnum Warrier, 
Rusty changed his name to "Pork 
Chop" and became the guest of 
honor at the 2 Administration 
Company smoker. 
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RV 89 — 125 Maintenance Battalion 



Col Boucher A/COS ADM Reviews 125 MaintBn Parade 


By LCol W.G. Walsh, CO 125 Maint Bn 
INTRODUCTION 

For the first time in Canadian 
history, a Canadian Maintenance Bat¬ 
talion (Maint Bn) deployed as part of 
the Force Mobile Command (FMC) 
Divisional Support Group (DISGP). 
The "Corps 86" concept of the Maint 
Bn became a reality on Exercise 
Rendez-Vous 89 (Ex RV 89) and was 
the largest gathering of land main- 
tainers under one Commanding 
Officer in the post-war era, 

BACKGROUND 

Second line maintenance support 
was provided to the Div by two Bri¬ 
gade Support Units (BSUs) and the 
Maint Bn. The BSUs were composite 
CSS units of coy size. Each of 1 and 5 
Bde had its dedicated BSU providing 
direct of immediate second line main¬ 
tenance support. The BSU main¬ 
tenance support role was restricted to 
in situ repairs of "A” vehicles and pri¬ 
ority "B” vehicles only. The 
remainder of the second line main¬ 
tenance support to the Bdes and Div 
Tps was left to the Maint Bn. 

AIM 

One of the FMC directed objectives 
of RV 89 was to test the effectiveness 
of the Corps 86 DISGP in providing 
second line CSS to the FMC Div. This 
article is intended to provide some 
insight into the character of the Maint 
Bn as it tested Corps 86 doctrine. 

ORGANIZATION 

The Maint Bn and the maint com¬ 
ponent of the BSUs were drawn from 
the maint resources of 1,2, and 5 Svc 
Bns and was the only DISGP unit 
organized along pure functional lines 
in accordance with the Corps 86 doc¬ 
trine. Resources common to each of 
the 3 Maint Coys were grouped 
together under the command of a 
functional Coy HQ. 

You will recall from the last edition 
of the EME Journal that three func¬ 
tional Maint Coys and an Adm Coy 
wee organized as follows: 


a. Forward Repair and Recovery 
(FRR) Coy. - Based on the HQ of 
1 Svc BN Maint Coy had two 
large platoons. The Forward 
Repair Platoon held the second 
line MRTs for in situ repair of pri¬ 
ority vehicles throughout the 
Div. This included augmenting 
BSUs in support of Bde units as 
well as support to Div Tp units. 
All second line recovery 
resources in the Div were 
grouped into a Recovery Platoon. 

b. Weapons, Electronics and 
Materials (WE&Mat) Coy. — 
Grouped resources under a HQ 
based on 5e Bn S du C Cie Maint 
into four functional platoons: 

(1) Materials Platoon, 

(2) Weapon Platoon, 

(3) Fire Control System Platoon, 
and 

(4) Telecommunications and 
Radar Platoon. 


c. Vehicle (Veh) Coy. — Comprised 
of three production platoons and 
a HQ based on 2 Svc Bn Maint 
Coy. Two platoons consisted of 
two "Fritzie” groups each dedi¬ 
cated to vehicle repair with the 
third platoon doing components. 

d. Administration (Adm) Coy. — 
Including 125 Maint Bn HQ was 
based on 1 Svc Bn Adm Coy and 
HQ respectively. 


The familiarity of personnel within 
a unit and their loyalty for that unit 
are critical and essential to the effec¬ 
tive operation of that unit. In the 
Maint Bn personnel had barely two 
months in which to separate from 
their usual co-workers, join those 
from other Svc Bns, and learn to work 
side by side to form a cohesive unit. 
Each coy grouped their personnel and 
resources in a different way in order 
to deal with this problem. 


THE UNIT 


6 





125 Maint Bn celebrating EME Birthday 15 May 89 


In Veh Coy. production platoons 
from the respective units were left 
intact so technicians could work in a 
familiar environment. 

At FRR Coy, the sections were 
formed without regard to the home 
unit. The emphasis was more on the 
even distribution of Coy resources 
amongst the sections. WE&Mat Coy 
was also totally integrated at the pla¬ 
toon level with technicians from all 
related trades, from all units and parts 
of the country, working side by side. 

VIABILITY OF THE UNIT 

The Maint Bn deployed in two 
different modes during RV 89. For 
most of the time it supported the Bdes 


and Div Troops from a semi¬ 
permanent bivouac consisting of 
modular tents for shelter, electricity 
and many other conveniences. This 
was a purely administrative set-up 
oriented towards high production. 

When tactically deployed on the 
Div Field Training Exercise (FTX) 
these luxuries were left behind. The 
technicians packed their kit and 
worked out of their trucks. 

In providing comments assessing 
the viability of the Functional Maint 
Bn it must be noted that the Unit was 
tactically deployed in support of the 
Div for only five days. A more thor¬ 
ough test of the doctrine would 


involve a full deployment to the field 
of 3 to 4 weeks. In retrospect and if I 
had to do it over again I would have 
deployed the Maint Bn tactically for 
the entire portion of Bde and Div 
training. Notwithstanding, the short 
time frame several factors became 
apparent: 

a. Productivity— Organizing the 
coys along functional lines was 
intended to enhance production. 
Functional coys contained a 
broaden scope and wealth of 
experience and expertise on 
which to draw and could quickly 
increase the number of techni¬ 
cians available to perform a 
specific task or project in accor- 
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dance with Div priorities. Coy 
priorities were clear and specific 
because each coy didn’t have to 
deal with the diversity of tasks 
normally encountered in the Svc 
Bn Maint Coy configuration. In 
general, Coy morale was high 
because all members worked 
towards a common goal and 
maximum production was the 
primary focus. 

It ultimately must be left to 
the supported units whether 
they saw better maintenance 
service on RV 89 than on 
previous years however, the 
VOR and general feelings at the 
end of the exercise were cer¬ 
tainly very positive and indica¬ 
tive of an improvement in 
maintenance support provided. 

b. Coy Responsibilities — Generally, 
Coy responsibilities were well 
defined. There were however 
some grey areas. It was not ini¬ 
tially clear who was responsible 
for the repair of components and 
generators for example. Gener¬ 
ator maintenance for example 
was moved from Veh Coy to 
WE&Mat Coy before it was 
decided to move it back to the 
veh and detach FCS technicians 
to Veh Coy to assist in the repair 
of the generator. 

c. Repair Parts — Each coy had its 
own Repair Parts Section under 
command. The transfer of parts 
from one Coy to another was 
coordinated by a Repair Parts 
Platoon Headquarters (RPPL 
HQ). RPPL HQ also held a sec¬ 
tion as one Immediate Opera¬ 
tional Requirements (IOR) Cell 
to expedite urgent requests. 

Each coy held parts according to 
their Maint Coy/Svc Bn role 
rather than their functional role 
within the Maint Bn. This meant 
that each had a similar holding 
of spares. This provided an 
invaluable resource and con¬ 
firmed the necessity for Maint 
Coys to have integral repair 
parts organizations. 

d. Heavy lift— Some spare parts 
had to be left behind in the 
Maint Bn bivouac and DPs had 
to be abandoned as a means of 
resupply of repair parts because 
there was insufficient lift avail¬ 
able for them. If one of these 



parts was required during the 
FTX a veh was sent back to the 
bivouac location to retrieve it. 
This luxury could not be 
afforded in a true battle sce¬ 
nario. It is evident that additions 
must be made to support the 
hauling of repair parts and to 
provide each coy with heavy lift 
capabilities or doctrine should 
be reviewed with a view to 
reducing the spares carried in 
the forward area. 

e. Vulnerability— Veh Coy did not 
erect a Fritzie Tent when 
deployed. In the bivouac phase 
it had 5 Fritzies for protection 
from the elements. If all five Frit¬ 
zies had been erected while on 
FTX they would have been diffi¬ 
cult to hide and defend. Perhaps 
we should examine the require¬ 
ment for such shelters in the for¬ 
ward combat zone. 

Furthermore the concept having 
functional coys resulted in 
almost all the Div’s vehicle 
repair or electronics or weapons 
repair capabilities being central¬ 
ized in one location. No one who 
experienced the battle at the 
Catallo Bridge on RV 89 would 
argue the requirement to dis¬ 
perse these expensive, scarce 
and critical resources as a prin¬ 
ciple of protection. 


A/COS ADM Visits 125 Maint Bn 

f. Equipment Collection Points 
(ECPs) — No high priority equip¬ 
ment requiring repairs that a 
unit does not perform are 
dropped at the ECP from which 
they are backloaded to a main¬ 
tenance facility capable of doing 
the repairs. 

RV 89 showed that stricter con¬ 
trol measures are required at the 
ECPs. Units did not utilize the 
ECPs to the fullest, and some¬ 
times bypassed them altogether 
in an effort to get their equip¬ 
ment repaired as quickly as 
possible. 

The ECPs were set up at a 
specific location with wrecker at 
priority call. We must insist that 
our customers practice the use of 
ECPs and become accustomed to 



8 









FRR Coy performs In Situ engine replacement 


them as the glut of equipment 
on the modern battlefield com¬ 
bined with tightly controlled 
real estate will not permit 
random movement of vehicles 
rearward. 

g. Unity of Command — DISGP 
doctrine has the Div second line 
maintenance resources divided 
among three different organiza¬ 
tions (Maint Bn, 2 Sv Bns). There 
were occasions during RV 89 
when the second line BSU Main¬ 
tenance Platoons were working 
to capacity and building 
backlogs while the second line 
Maint Bn was operating well 
under capacity. Because of the 
command and control doctrine 
and structure of Corps 86 DISGP 
the Maint Bn did not have visi¬ 
bility of the second line main¬ 
tenance workload throughout 
the Div. This situation was recti¬ 
fied using the informal "tech 


net" which is not always readily 
available, reliable or acceptable 
to the chain of command. 
Another obstacle to optimizing 
maintenance resources was the 
requirement for formal approval 
from the Div G4 staff before 
maintenance work could be 
cross loaded between second 
line workshops in the Div. 

In order to optimize the opera¬ 
tional effectiveness and effi¬ 
ciency of the Div second line 
maintenance resources they 
should all be ground under the 
command of a single Com¬ 
mander Divisional EME (CD 
EME). Surely the provision of 
second line maintenance sup¬ 
port in a functional structure 
such as Corps 86 is the responsi¬ 
bility of a functional line com¬ 
mander and not the staff. 


FINAL REMARKS 

There are many many persons 
learned on RV 89 in areas of training, 
organization, structure, Rear Area 
Security, use of recovery etc which 
are not mentioned in this article 
but are the subject of separate 
correspondence. 

RV 89 was the best thing that has 
happened to our maintenance system 
in a long time. I was extremely proud 
of our tradesmen and officers in the 
professional and expertise they 
demonstrated throughout all aspects 
of the exercise. The reputation of the 
EME Branch was enhanced and the 
respect of those we support strength¬ 
ened by the outstanding standard of 
maintenance provided. 
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LdSH(RC) Maintenance RV 89 

Perseverance 


1988 was a busy year for all 
maintainers in the LdSH(RC) and 
this year will be no different. With 
the Regiment redeploying from Cyprus 
during March of this year it left little 
time to sit back and properly 
organize maintenance activities. We 
in the LdSH(RC) however are used 
to crisis management and its motto 
"Perseverance". I would like to 
state, that as usual the maintainers 
in the unit as in all E.M.E. organiza¬ 
tions take great pride in their branch 
and while preparing this unit for RV 
89 they again performed what 
seemed to be next to impossible. 

The training of our craftsmen and 
newly posted in personnel took 
place immediately on their return 
from Cyprus. Broken into newly 
formed Squadrons, supplied with 
coveralls and tool boxes they were 
put to work immediately, and for 
many on unfamiliar equipment. Due 
to the short time factor involved in 
readying vehicles and equipment for 
RV 89. on the job training consisted 
of the extensive use of maintenance 
manuals and active participation by 
section heads and supervisors. On 
the 27th of May 89 the Regiment 
was 99.9 percent serviceable and the 
road move to Wainwright went 
without a hitch. 

During the first few days in our 
new bivouac site we renewed our 
skills in setting up modular tentage 
and the maintenance fritzie. All 
sanitary requirements were installed 
and all tradesmen made as comfort¬ 
able as possible. It was time to train 
and continue support activities. 

The FCS technicians consisting of 
Craftsman Pelletier, Cpls Stewart 
and Bendelier and augmented with 
Craftsman Coderre (Rad Tech) set to 
work wiring the camp and deserve 
a pat on the back for the profes¬ 
sional manner in which they com¬ 
pleted this project. Craftsman Pelletier 
was taught many new skills and 


Cpl Marshall, Cfn Morash repairing cougar wpns component. 


Cpl Stewart FCS Tech repairing power traverse component. 


now has the expertise to wire any 
camp no matter how large and spread 
out in a safe manner. Craftsman 
Coderre (Rad Tech) however will 
not remuster to FCS Technician. 


To date the weapons section headed 
by WO Allan has provided OJT on 
the AVGP Cougars and M-26 Lynx 
Capola to personnel from the 2 PPCLI 
and 3 RCHA. In return this unit 
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The material technicians have 
been busy completing an extensive 
backlog of welding and fabric repairs. 
Cpl Litchfield completing his QL4 
training now has all the skills required 
to weld mig, tig, arc and gas and 
has been busy repairing canvas and 
manufacturing numerous bivouac 
essential requirements (rabbits)!!! 

Our radio technicians have been 
busy as usual repairing radios, 
switch boards, vehicle installation 
kits and familiarizing themselves 
again with Vincent. MCpl Lacombe 
has been busy training Cfn Coderre 
and this section even though short 
handed has provided excellent sup¬ 
port to all Squadrons. MCpls Baldwin 
and Johnson along with Cpls Mercer 
and Rosa have their Squadron com¬ 
munications in top condition and 
are ready to repair any system on a 
minute’s notice. 

The vehicle technicians working 
under a decentralized maintenance 
system have now familiarized them¬ 
selves with their new squadrons. 
After a two week shake out per¬ 
sonnel now have the skills and 
experience required to provide sup¬ 
port to Cougar and Lynx Squadrons. 
All technicians have received training 
in map reading, night driving, Sentry 
duties and all skills required to be a 
good soldier. 

The Maintenance Control Officer 
with its new computer has initiated 
training on MMMS with Sgt Pitt 
ensuring time cards and daily time 
summaries are completed promptly 
and properly. 

As the training schedule continues 
we will all learn many new skills 
and will continue to support this 
Regiment to a high standard. To our 
fellow E.M.E. technicians throughout 
units participating in RV 89 we wish 
you good luck and thank you for 
the support and assistance provided 
by many during this training period. 

ARTE ET MARTE . . . 


Cfn Gastonguay, Cpl Duport Veh Techs repairing Lynx support arm. 


Fm left to right Cfn Coderre, MCpl Lacombe Rad Techs repairing 
field phone. 


weapons technicians, Cpls Marshal 
and Craftsman Morash received 
training on the 80 and 60 mm mortar 
with the 2 PPCLI and 105 and 155 
howitzer thanks to the 3 RCHA. In 


house OJT consisted of welding, sol¬ 
dering, combination setting, repair 
of stoves and lanterns along with 
the basic land environmental functions. 
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1 PPCLI 

Maintenance Platoon 


Maintenance platoon’s advance 
party arrived in Wainwright with 
the ET, FCS, tool crib ana HIAB 
loaded with tentage, etc. For two 
days the advance party set up the 
living accommodations for 32 per¬ 
sonnel. On 27 May, the remainder 
arrived with one battalion vehicle 
on the hook. By P.M. 28 May we 
were open for business. The control 
office was putting out 2nd line wor- 
korders 10 1 BSU and 125 Maintenance 
battalion and all sections were heavily 
involved in repairing equipment 
prior to commencement of training. 

Maintenance platoon is commanded 
by Maint O Capt Pierre Lemieux 
and ETQMS MWO JeE Olson. The 
platoon WO is WO Don McLean, 
vehicle repair supervisor is Sgt Perry 
Mador and ancillary section head is 
Sgt Phil Williams. 

AVGP Section 

AVGP section has six members 
and three Husky’s which are attached 
out to three Coy’s within the Bat¬ 
talion to maintain forty-three AVGPs. 

A Coy Husky is commanded by 
Cpl Doug Ouellette and his 2 i/c is 
Cpl Ron Johnson. B Coy Husky is 
commanded by Cpl Bob Bint and 
his 2 i/c is Cpl Steve Turner. C Coy 
Husky is commanded by Cpl Gary 
Coles and his 2 i/c is Cpl Dan 
Nickel. Old Sgt Perry Mador looks 
aEer these poor lost souls as the 
NCO i/c of the section. 

When the Husky crews are not 
sun tanning, weather permitting of 
course, they are required to perform 
first line repairs on the AVGPs in 
their respective companies. They 
have also completed tasks normally 
carried out by second line, thus 
keeping the companies operational 
and functional. As the companies go 
off to play their games, so do the 
Husky crews, performing as soldiers 
as well as maintainers. 



Mcpl Bob Babonau transmitting time summaries in the new computer (or is 
he playing a game?, we are never quite sure). 


There are a few prerequisites to 
be met before one can become a 
member of the boat (AVGP) section. 
One must drink beer or know someone 
who does, own a fishing rod or be 
able to borrow one, ana be able to 
function on long hours of work, little 
sleep and gourmet meals (IMPs). 

Wheeled Section 

This section is responsible for 
performing 1st line repairs on 
administration and rifle companies 
wheeled vehicles. They are a versa¬ 
tile group, supervised by MCpl Percy 
Ross, capable of handling not only 
any repairs but many of the menial 
tasks required to keep our living area 
maintained. Cpl Wayne O’Regan is 
the MRT leader and resident bush 
clearer. Cpl Stephen Scott, also 
member of the MRT, is our com¬ 
puter expert. Last but not least is 


Cpl Norm Lalonde who likes to 
volunteer for the chore of delivering 
vehicles to 2nd line as his wife 
works as a vehicle tech for 125 
Maintenance Coy. 

Combat Support Section 

Combat Support section consists 
of 4 personnel. The i/c is MCpl Gary 
Snook. 2 i/c is Cpl Roger Magarian 
who is crew chief of the battalion’s 
only ARVL, commonly known as 
the Enterprise. His partner in crime 
is Cpl Dominique Defrancesco. They 
provide recovery and repair for 
combat Support Company’s APC, 
and anything else that needs tender 
loving care in the company. Lest we 
forget Cpl Jordan Rasmussen who is 
MCpl Gary Snook’s partner on the 
wheeled MRT for the company. 
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Cpl Roger Magadan changing an air filter on one of his tracked vehicles. 



Sgt Phil Williams repairing a weapon 
(C9) in his shop. (It looks like there 
is a piece left over). 


Ancillary Section 

The Ancillary section is made of 
weapons, FCS ad welding subsec¬ 
tions, supervised by Sgt Phil Williams. 

Weapons 

MCpl Kevin Lees is i/c of the sec¬ 
tion with Cpl Mike Muranetz as the 
small arms tech, Cfn Barry Hillock 


on AVGP Grizzly turrets and last but 
not least Cfn Ben Officer. 

RV 89 for the weapons shop 
means rapidly changing workloads. 
Maintenance days are the busiest, 
when all rifle companies converge 
on the shop with a variety of weapons 
for repair from C-7 to 84 mm mortars. 

Cpl Mike Muranetz and Cfn Ben 
Officer spent one week supporting 
the live fire defensive exercise Ster¬ 
ling Maniple. Many small repairs were 
completed. All in all it was a good 
exercise except that the firing and 
artillery often interrupted our sleep. 

FCS 

During RV 89 the primary job of 
the FCS tech is to handle all field 
wiring requirements for the bivouac 
site. He was also responsible for 
TOW systems verification prior to 
exercise Sterling Maniple. The pres¬ 
sures of being a one man section 
has not deterred MCpl Joe Franssen 
happy-go-lucky attitude and sense of 
humour. He was often asked to pro¬ 
vide extension cords, plugs and to 
provide wiring where no wiring has 
gone before. 


Welding 

CPl Ken Osborne is our resident 
materials technician capable of han¬ 
dling any welding task thrown his 
way. During RV 89 he was extra 
busy performing both welding and 
textile tasks, as one MAT tech is on 
course. 

Components Section 

The Maintenance platoon compo¬ 
nent section is the most diversified 
section in the platoon. It is staffed by 
Cpl Chris Manser, Cpl Rick Neaveaux 
and 041 Pte Eric Richardson. These 
three wizards of the tool box handle 
repairs to chain saws, pioneer 
hydraulic kits, generators, electric 
heaters, herman nelsons, tires and 
just about anything else no one else 
wants to repair. 

In their spare time they do 
inspections, modifications and 
recovery. The recovery can at times 
be a full time job because our old 
gas wrecker requires a lot of TLC 
(tender loving care). 

It would be terribly remiss if we 
didn’t mention MCpl Donny Foran, 
our resident Patricia, whom is 
posted out this summer. Donny has 
been with the platoon for years and 
is posted this summer to range con¬ 
trol in Wainwright. He has been a 
real asset to the platoon running the 
tool crib and helping out in what 
ever capacity that was required of 
him. He has made many friends and 
will be missed by 1 PPCLI main¬ 
tenance platoon. 

We hope when the thousands of 
people that read the EME journal 
read the 1 PPCLI maintenance pla¬ 
toon part, that the career managers 
aren’t going to be kept too busy 
turning down requests of personnel 
wanting to be posted in. At present 
our organization is full. However 
you could put your name on a 
waiting list. 

SPSS 1 PPCLI 

This section consists of a 3 man 
section including one person in the 
tool crib. It consists of MCpl Andre 
Gariepy, Cpl Don Phillips in SPSS 
and MCpl Don Turner in the tool crib. 

We have 6 MLVWs for stores 
plus 2 trailers and 2 bulk storage 
boxes. We support all of the 400 
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trade technicians plus Tels per¬ 
sonnel for 1 PPCLI. 

This battalion has a mixture of 
vehicles to support such as Grizzlys 
(AVGP), APCs (TOW), ILTIS, etc., 
and all the new weapons. 

We also support the MRTs by 
constantly monitoring their holdings 
and replenishing their expenditures 
while on exercise. We are self- 
supporting on this exercise for 15 days 
and then go through support at Div 
level. It is a very specialized aspect 
of Supply. 

Servitium Nulli Secondus. 

The maint pi control office is the 
hub or nerve centre of the maint pi. 
WO Don McLean is our control 
officer and MCpl Bob Babonau's dili¬ 
gent performance as platoon clerk 
makes the control office operate like 
a well oiled machine. 


It is used as a meeting place, a 
place to pass on information to sec¬ 
tion heads and a place to keep and 
store the never ending amount of 
paperwork that is generated in the 
modern Army. 

All taskings in and out of the pla¬ 
toon come through the control office 
and are then passed to the appropriate 
sections or MRT crews for action. 
Work orders are opened and closed 
and of course now we have time 
accounting to control with as well. 

Time summaries are turned in by 
the section heads and then the 
information is put into the computer 
by MCpl Bob Babonau or WO Don 
McLean. A weekly printout is gener¬ 
ated and a report is sent to DLES. 

The platoon has a resident com¬ 
puter expert by the name of Cpl 
Stephen Scott. He helps when the 
control office staff run into difficulty. 


2 PPCLI Maint Pi 

One Brigade 
TOW Concentration 


The one Brigade TOW Concentra¬ 
tion shoot took place from the 3rd 
to the 5th of May involving the 3 
Battalions of the PPCLI. As usual the 
shoot started with a bang! A lot of 
eyebrows were raised when the first 
two missiles didn’t make it down 
range. Much to the gunners relief, 
the faults were attributed to the 
missiles. In all 51 missiles were fired 
and 51 targets were built by the 
men of the Second Battalion. They 
were however a bit discouraged 
when one of their sister Battalion’s 
gunners wasn’t sure which target he 
had to hit and chose to hit their 
neatly stocked pile of targets, des¬ 
troying 38 of them! Not bad for one 
missile! The new mobile target 
system designed by WSG proved to 
be a very good system and survived 
the shoot with, I don’t know why? 

A few minor scratches. The new TWA 
(Tow Under Armour) out of Gagetown 
was looked at, tried, probed, crawled 


under and over, inspected, ques¬ 
tioned and approved by all. All in 
all it turned out to be the "falline’s 
behind” as far as the gunner’s were 
concerned! On the technical side of 
the house, it was somewhat of a 
wire nightmare for the techs, but 
with time all of the small hicups 
were figured out. It was definitely a 
two man job for the FCS Techs. The 
TOW LCMM was down from Ottawa 
and gave very informative lectures 
and showed good movies. I’m sure 
they had to answer a lot of ques¬ 
tions regarding the TOW System. 
They also showed and used the 
TGAS, TOW Guidance Acquisition 
System which is a device that can 
record up to 8 missile flights in its 
memory and by using all the gui¬ 
dance commands coming from the 
missile guidance system. The infor¬ 
mation in the memory can later be 
printed and some gunners were 
given a copy of their missile flight 
and hit. 


Cpl Stephen Scott was also able to 
help us make the most use of our 
computer by installing a golf game 
which helped pass the long evening 
hours away from home. 

All platoon personnel leaving the 
platoon area must sign out in the 
control office so it is possible to 
know where they are at all times. If 
they’re leaving the company area, 
the control office will book them 
out through C/S 8. 

Any visitors to the maint platoon 
will also report into the control 
office. In this way, as the name 
implies, the control office can keep 
control of all activities of a Main¬ 
tenance Platoon. 


In all aspects it was a very good 
TOW shoot with, of course, the 2nd 
Battalion having highest score! 

B. Houde 

sgt 

NCO i/c FCS 
2 PPCLI 
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2 PPCLI Maint Pi 

How to Prepare for and Survive 
a Prairie Trail Party 


For those of us in 2 PPCLI that is 
an often asked question. While the 
rest of I Brigade, except of course 3 
RCHA, has either a scenic or short 
ride to Wainwright, 2 PPCLI gets the 
prairies. Now those of you from B.C. 
or Calgary might scoff or say “gee, I 
think the prairies are real neat” you 
obviously have never driven these 
dreaded prairie miles. 

Anyhow, there are a number of 
things that you can do to survive 
the trail party. First and foremost is 
to avoid trail by coming up with a 
ready made excuse that neither the 
Maint O or ETQMS has heard, good 
luck on that one! Second is to 
incapacitate yourself, while this idea 
has some merit, you could either 
land in jail (but Edmonton is nice at 
this time of year) or you could have 
to face the “tender” mercies of the 
Med As (a most disturbing thought. 
Of course there is also the ever 
popular “but the new guy needs the 
experience, I’ve done this lots before". 
A very popular ploy and depending 
on the gullibility of both the new 
guy ana your boss sometimes works. 

Now that you’ve resigned your¬ 
self to endless miles of grain fields 
with only the occasional grain silo 
to perk your interest, it’s time to 
come up with a kit list and modifi¬ 
cations to your vehicle. First and 
foremost is a source of music; travel¬ 
ling over a thousand miles of prairies 
with nothing to listen to has driven 
many a fine tech insane. It doesn't 
matter if it’s twang and nasal tones 
or if it makes you want to bash 
your head on the windshield as 
long as it’s music. 


Your mind is now happy, next is 
the body. Okay, munchies and lots 
of them, you’d be amazed at how 
many Dorito’s bars and cokes you 
can consume in a day. Nutritional 
food? Don't be silly, that’s for the 
wife to get onto the kids about. Eat 
your box lunch? Let's not get ridicu¬ 
lous now, the only reason they 
invented the box lunch is so that 
you can open it, admire the edibles(?) 
and throw it out. 

Onto your truck, after installing 
your tune box you have to think 
about seats. Let’s be honest here, 
while your truck designer may have 
envisioned you as a rough tough 
army guy, we Maintainers know 
better. Only a man with the consti¬ 
tution of Hercules and a butt like a 
hippo could survive those bench 
seats for more than a few hours. 
Therefore, it’s for Omar the tent- 
maker to come up with some foam 
cushions or you must (and I shudder 
at this thought) make friends with 
the rag picker so he’ll "acquire” a 
bucket seat for you. 

So now you’ve got your tunes, 
your munchies and your seat and 
it’s time to face the trail party. Of 
course you could always try that 
last ditch excuse one more time. 

Zero dark thirty and the battalion 
moves in three hours which means 
of course six hours for you, so why 
the hell am I up so early? (never 
mind, mutinous thoughts are not 
allowed). By the time you hit the 
road it’s broad daylight so you have 
to stop slouching and look your 
Army best for the civies. Now all 
that remains is the drive, at mind 
numbing speeds to Dundurn/or your 
stopover and then on to Wainwright. 


Of course the trip is not so easy, 
for instance what's your excuse 
going to be for pulling over for a 
whiz? I recommend that oldy but 
goody “I had to change fuel filters" 
it never fails, trust me .. . However 
even that one loses its effect after 
the third repetition so, “that funny 
sound from the front of the engine” 
always works well. Mind you, if 
you know where your favorite 
coffee shop is, all you have to do is 
fix it so that one of the unit’s vehicles 
will break down just before the 
coffee shop while the MRT repairs 
your dirty work. 

After seventeen hours you’ve finally 
hit CFB Dundurn, well enough on 
that topic. 

Next morning it’s zero dark thirty 
again (boy that drives me nuts) ana 
it's time for the final push to Wain¬ 
wright. One more day and it’s over 
at last no more grain fields, cows 
and grain elevators. You’ll have 
done it again, survived the prairie 
trail party. 

Last stop, here you are in Wain¬ 
wright, house of dust, stunted trees 
and lots of smelly army guys. All 
you now have to do is survive a 
month of dust, mud and mosquitoes. 
Now, what was that excuse that got 
me on the return airflight last year? ... 

M.D. Fitz-Gerald 
Captain 

Maintenance Officer 
2nd Batallion PPCLI 
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3 PPCLI Maint Pi 

RV 89 — Patricia Style 


3 PPCLI preparations for RENDEZ¬ 
VOUS 89 started while there was 
snow on the ground in Victoria (an 
unusual event to say the least). With 
the Battalion attending Exercise 
CALTROP Force in Fort Hunter- 
Liggett, California, RV preparations 
started in February. After an exciting 
month of March in sunny California, 
the scramble was on to prepare (and 
repair) vehicles and kit. A final push 
by Maintenance Platoon and BEME 
Esquimalt allowed the timely dis¬ 
patch of most vehicles by rail, and a 
small advance road party. 

With only minor problems (to be 
debriefed over the occasional sprocket 
bolt), the advance road party made 
their way into Camp Wainwright, 
only to be escorted immediately to 
the virgin scrubland southwest of 
the Czar-Horseshoe Road intersec¬ 
tion: home for the next seven weeks. 

The massive task of camp layout 
and canvas set up began the same 
day. Millions of prickly primrose 
and struggling alders gave their lives 
to make way for the battalion tent 
city. In the Maint Pi area, MCpl 
Kelly enlisted the help of an APC 
dozer that happened to be in the 
neighbourhood, to do a little land¬ 
scaping (until the CSM noticed). A 
priority was to slash a trail through 
the dense jungle to the main com¬ 
pany area, whereupon the entrepid 
EME lads helped to set up the kitchen 
(and ensured they were first in line 
for lunch). 

Bolstered by the arrival of WO 
MacLeod the ETQMS in the advance 
air party, some changes in the pla¬ 
toon area were initiated. The senior 
NCO sleeping accommodation (also 
known as the computer room) was 
removed from over the largest red 
anthillin all of Wainwright, and the 
100 cup coffee maker was readied 
for sustained action. 


Meanwhile, throughout the bush 
could be heard the sounds of sumps 
being dug, canvas being set, and 
tent pegs (and thumbs) being ham¬ 
mered. With the introduction of 
land line to the area, these cheerful 
sounds were frequently punctuated 
by the mating call of the giant cricket 
(field phone), usually preceeding a 
friendly request for "Power, I gotta 
have some power ...” MCpl Rebbitt, 
our sole (unique?) FCS Tech, was 
kept hopping day and night, running 
power to all manner of electrical 
contrivances. 

All too soon Canadian National 
changed the bucolic bliss by delivering 
the rail cars. Except for a rather high 
incidence of dead batteries and 
low/no fuel (the gremlins have been 
busy), the rail unloading and move 
to camp went smoothly. Shortly, the 
main air party arrived, and once the 
Fritsee was established, the techs 
turned to repairs and a catch up on 
time accounting. The Maint O bunked 
in with the TO (PP 14) and all was 
readiness. 

Soon the rifle companies started 
into their training and MRTs were 
detached to keep them mounted. 

The remainder, prodded on to greater 
achievement by Sgt Instance and his 
coffee cup, made progress against 
the backlog in our work area (which 
resembled, for a while, the after- 
math of a massive "push, pull, or 
drag in” sale at a military trade-in 
lot). It should be noted that the 
boys at 1 BSU and 125 Maint Bn 
rendered outstanding assistance. 

Never satisfied with "just the job”, 
Maint Pi joined the rest of Adm Coy 
in a 24 hour exercise designed to 
sharpen navigation skills and to 
refresh harbour drills. MCpl Myers, 
the larger half of our wrecker crew, 
was obviously overtired from an 
evening of recovering the OC’s rover 
from the sands of Circle Route, 


when he decided to navigate the 
final leg from the rear of the packet 
(88 was amused). 

Now that we have fired our allot¬ 
ment of TOW missiles and swum 
the AVGPs and APCs across Border 
Lake without losing a one (much to 
the surprise of MCpl Johnson, our 
ARVL operator), the platoon has set¬ 
tled into the easy life of bivouac 
routine. Only the occasional panic 
call from the ranges stirs MCpl 
Meaden, our senior Wpns Tech, 
from thoughts of his upcoming 
house hunting trip. To help pass the 
(short) time between repair or recovery 
requests are mustache growing con¬ 
tests, shower construction and MLVW 
wiring repairs ("Bombardier must 
have wired it wrong”). Of course 
the odd get together helps as well. 

As we prepare for the major exer¬ 
cises and challenges to come in the 
final two weeks of RV 89, we can 
be proud of our professional manner 
and acceptance of all tasks — big or 
small. We can also be proud of our 
Branch's 45th anniversary, heartily 
celebrated at Gat Lake. Soon we. 
will all be headed home with fond 
memories and renewed acquaintances. 

Arte et Marte 

Capt C.D. McLean 
"Boomer” 
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5 GBC_ 

The G4 Section Goes Underground 


During the brigade exercise 
REACTION BRAVE that took place 
during Rendezvous 89, members of 
the G4 maintenance section got the 
opportunity to test the underground 
shelter called "MEXE". 

This dug-in shelter consists of a 
metal skeleton covered with a layer 
of reinforced plastic sheets. Several 
feet thickness of soil then cover the 
structure. Camouflage is completed 
using natural elements found nearby. 

Each cell of the HQ got its own 
shelter, and every cell was linked to 
its neighbours by corridors or open 
trenches. Once completed, the whole 
network made up a rather compli¬ 
cated maze, somewhat reminiscent 


of the catacombs of Rome ... on a 
smaller scale, of course! Electric 
lighting was provided and the usual 
means of communication were laid. 
Seen from the air or from outside, 
there was no sign that a complete 
HQ was operating in the area. Visitors 
who sometimes stood just a few 
feet away from the shelter had to 
ask for directions. 

Operations progressed normally 
and we learnt to appreciate, in par¬ 
ticular, the quietness that surrounded 
us. Indeed, burrowed under ground 
as we were, all outside noise was 
muffled, and we really came to believe 
that we were living in another 
world. It is not, however, the right 
home for those who are claus¬ 


trophobic. The lack of space and 
poor ventilation greatly increased 
the feeling of entombment one 
experienced when first entering the 
shelter. Dampness was another 
unpleasant feature of the subterra¬ 
nean world we had learn to put up 
with, but these little inconveniences 
would soon be forgotten in wartime 
as we worked sheltered from enemy 
fire and bullets. 

All in all, the experience was a 
positive one and our members are 
proud of their small contribution to 
the total effort. 

J.G. Cote, WO 
G4 Maint HQ 5 GBC 

BFC Valcartier 



BGen P.G. Addy and CWO G.L. Trinque proudly present the new standard ol 5 e GBC. The standard of 5 e GBC was 
raised for the first time on 24 April 1989. here at Wainwright, during exercise RENDEZVOUS 89- 
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EME Section in 
and SIGS 5 GBC 


Salutations from those LEME at 
HQ and SIGS, 5 GBC, from Camp 
Wainwright in beautiful Alberta. I 
want to take this opportunity to tell 
you a little bit about the work we 
LEME do here as members of an 
HQ and SIGS outfit. 

In fact, two words are all I need 
to summarize the nature of what we 
do here: Diversity and originality. 

Let me help you understand why 
just these two words suffice. 

Diversity. Here at HQ and SIGS 
we have several types of vehicles of 
which several are unique to our 
unit, such as the Message Centre, 
the Frequency Jammer, the Brigade 
Signals Centre, and I could go on, 
and on. All these vehicles provide 
various kinds of services to other 
brigade units, particularly during 
field manoeuvres. All this equip¬ 
ment is considered priority. This a 
part of the reason why many of our 
technicians speak as if they came 
from another planet when they talk 
about the problems they have had 
with this or that sort of vehicle. 
Those among you who’ve had the 
opportunity to come through HQ 
and SIGS know what I’m talking 
about, I’m sure! 

Originality. The second word. Are 
you aware of the fact that we are 
the only unit at Valcartier to be 
equipped with very special vehicles 
such as a MLVW with trailer for the 
commander; an AVGP with 5, yes 
count ’em, 5 antennas; an Ml 13 
with dozer blade; a Message Centre; 
and a data centre vehicle for the bri¬ 
gade. So you see, our technicians 
have to be very versatile in order to 
be able to repair all those different 
types of vehicles, all of which have 
to operate 24 hours a day. While it 
might be true that our techs are 
not considered specialists, thev are 
entitled to be called super techs 
because they repair every single 
piece of this eclectic equipment like 



the professionals they truly are. We 
also have an armourer who is the 
only one who repairs the only 
.50 cal the unit has. He is also the 
only armourer who is qualified as 
an ambulance driver and driver of 
the support troop’s OC. Cpl Belzile 
can proudly proclaim that he knows 
every nook and cranny of Camp 
Wainwright and surrounding area. 
Let us now examine the case of our 
fire control system technician, or 
should I say our specialist in 5, 10 
and 25 kW generators. Ask him 
about his many sorties to repair that 
by-now-famous-to-all 25 kW civilian 
generator. On the other hand, you’d 
better not, he could go on for hours! 
Cpl Moutier told us that he thinks 
he’s going to remember exercise RV 
89 for a long time. Speaking of origi¬ 
nality, I forgot to mention that at 
HQ and SIGS we have the only 
5/4 tons that many called a "wheeled 
APC". You’ve guessed it! 

I'm referring to the lines troop’s 5/4 
tons. These vehicles often have to 
go where no other vehicle dare to 
go. You know my meaning. Under¬ 
stand now why we call them wheeled 
APCs? The amount of work required 
just to maintain those vehicles "road" 
worthy keeps our techs very busy. 
The vehicles are used to the hilt 
during brigade exercise laying miles 
and miles of lines to establish com¬ 
munications across woods and 
trenches, work that carries more 
than its share of surprises. Some of 
the damage these vehicles sustain 
are something else, take my word 
for it. 

Now let me tell you about those 
LEME who work at HQ and SIGs. 
There’s originality within our section 
too. When you phone the section, 
make sure you know the three last 
digits of the person you wish to 
speak to. You see, we have two 
"Gagnes”, two “Gaudreaults”, two 
"Talbots". Talking to the wrong 
person can get pretty confusing, 


don’t you think? There are sixteen 
of us in all, one armourer, two fire 
control system technicians, one of 
whom is now serving with the 
United Nations in Namibia. We 
also have one materials technician, 
Cpl Cousineau, a rather special 
member of our team. The other 
twelve team members of our section 
are all vehicle technicians (411). We 
also enjoy the support of an infantry 
corporal who acts as storeman when 
we are in Garrison. Cpl Noel becomes 
an ambulance driver when we’re in 
the field. 

Summer will see some changes 
occurring within our section. Warrant 
Officer Ouellette is posted to Germany 
for a second tour of duty. Our 
armourer. Cpl Belzile, will also leave 
us, to enjoy the good life with the 
artillery in Europe. We take this 
opportunity to wish both of them, 
and their families, a wonderful stay 
in Europe. 

Now you can certainly under¬ 
stand better when members of HQ 
and SIGS speak to you about diver¬ 
sity and originality within the unit. 
It’s certainly an enriching experience 
to be posted to HQ and SIGS at 
Valcartier for a tour of duty during 
one’s career with the Canaaian Forces 
as a LEME. 

So that’s about all I have to say 
concerning our work. I hope you all 
get an opportunity to experience 
what we've experienced as members 
of the LEME team at the Camp 
Valcartier Headquarters and Signals 
Squadron. 

ARTE ET MARTE 
Signed: Sgt Vallieres 
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The Place Wainwright Alberta, 

The Event Rendezvous 89 

The Second Battalion Royal Canadian Regiment, 
Maintenance Platoon in the field 


Maintenance Platoon has a strength 
of 32 personnel ranging from Privates’ 
to the Maintenance Officer, Captain 
Lemieux and consisting of various 
trades within the Electrical Mechan¬ 
ical Engineering Branch. 

Maintaining the various types of 
equipment with an infantry battalion 
often requires us to work under 
extreme conditions. 

The Technicians are very adept at 
working under exercise conditions 
and often the task to be performed 
brings out the true capabilities of 
the Platoon. Whether it be a 411, 

441, 432, or 421 tradesmen, a profes¬ 
sional manner and pride is always 
taken in performing our job to the 
fullest regardless of the obstacle. 

As a Vehicle Technician, twisting 
wrenches day and night is the 
preference but not always the case; 
there are many other tasks to be 
performed. Supporting the unit in its 
many field operations is, in many 
ways, as important as putting a 
vehicle back into a good operating 
condition. 

One aspect of the 411 trade is to 
perform or conduct vehicle repairs 
during a Nuclear Chemical Warfare 
attack. Master Corporal Milberry 
and Corporal Lejeune demonstrate 
their ability to repair an ignition 
system on an litis Vehicle within a 
gas contaminated area. Performing a 
job in this type of environment 
often means that the time to com¬ 
plete the task is doubled. Taking 
into account that the Vehicle Techni¬ 
cians are wearing protective equip¬ 
ment, i.e., gloves, boots and mask, it 
takes added skill just to be able to 
handle the tools; and vision being 
restricted it means that the utmost 
concentration is needed. Although 
these Vehicle Technicians are in a 
“Top High State” and I might add, 
very uncomfortable, they fully 
understand and accept the impor¬ 
tance of returning the vehicle into 


good operating condition and back 
into service. 

Recovery is another of those tasks 
which is not to be taken lightly. It is 
a very important aspect of the 411 
trade and without it the job of sup¬ 
porting the unit would be next to 
impossible. When called upon, there 
are many different duties the recovery 
crew is required to perform. They 
work extremely flexible hours and 
many of their taskings require them 
to be away for hours and sometimes 
days at a time. 

One of the many operations which 
are practiced during the RENDEZ 
VOUS 89 period was at Battle 
Bridge. Involved in this exercice was 
Gulf Company, Second Battalion, 


The Royal Canadian Regiment con¬ 
sisting of one hundred men who 
were dug in on both sides of the 
river. Their job was to secure the 
withdrawal of friendly forces across 
the bridge for a forty-eight hour 
period. Called upon to support the 
company was 88 Romeo, a M816 
Recovery Vehicle. Corporals Cromwell 
and West were responsible for keeping 
the bridge clear of any stranded 
vehicle hastening the withdrawal of 
friendly forces across the bridge. 
Recovery resources can also be used 
in other obstacle crossings like 
minefield breaching and APC fording. 

Master Corporal 
R. Milberry 
Wheeled Section 


Ancillary section, the second battalion, 
the Royal Canadian Regiment 



As this picture demonstrates a bridge clearing exercise is a major operation. 
This particular exercise during RENDEZVOUS 89 employed some 180 sol¬ 
diers including the infantry, field engineers, a helicopter squadron, and a 
recovery vehicle from Second Battalion, The Royal Canadian Regiment 
Main tenance Platoon. The operation totok 48 hours from start to finish and 
the tasking was a total success. 
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Operating a wrecker becomes a team effort when paying out cable. Timing 
is essential to ensure that the job is done in a safe manner. Corporal West 
displays his confidence towards the operator who is controlling the rear 
deck. 



Here Master Corporal Milberry and Corporal Lejeune work on repairing the 
ignition system of an litis Vehicle while in a Nuclear Biological Chemical 
Warfare (NBCW) gas contaminated area. 


Ancillary Section of The Second 
Battalion, The Royal Canadian Regi¬ 
ment is made up of the Weapon 
Technician 421 and the Fire Control 
System Technician 432. A weapons 
Sergeant and Fire Control System 
Master Corporal make up the com¬ 
mand of the section with two Wea¬ 
pons and one Fire Control System 
Corporal/Private positions. 

The Weapons Technician of 
course, looks after the bread and 
butter of the infantryman in The 
Royal Canadian Regiment. The wea¬ 
pons range from 9 mm pistols to 50 
caliber machine guns and the 60 
and 81 millimetre mortars. In biv¬ 
ouac, they also handle all the 
various stoves and yukon heaters. 
This turns out to be quite a task 
when the cook's stove breaks or the 
yukon is not working on those cold 
prairie nights. The job is not easy, 
however the weapons section can 
handle the task. 

The Fire Control Systems Techni¬ 
cians are sometimes considered the 
guys with no work. Being respon¬ 
sible for Tube Launched, Optically 
Sighted, Wire Guided Missile, 

(TOW) and all optical sighting equip¬ 
ment, can be a lot of work when it 
breaks. But it is on an exercise like 
RENDEZVOUS where they earn 
their money. Being converted to an 
electrician and arriving with the 
advance party, the task begins. 

Miles of wire and hundreds of light 
bulbs to be installed all before the 
main body arrives. Of course, the 
usual complaints of not enough light 
or the television doesn’t have 
enough power come in quickly. 
Usually the problems get ironed-out 
and the normal maintenance on the 
equipment continues. Eventually 
everyone is happy and things are 
running smoothly. 

As you can see, the Ancillary Sec¬ 
tion is a small one, but is a vital 
part in the support of The Second 
Battalion, The Royal Canadian Regi¬ 
ment in Garrison or in the field. 

Arte et Marte. 

T.B. Swanburg Mlcpl 

Master Corporal 
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As any technician would have 
told you, here we are, at last, on 
exercise! Those long hours, trapped 
in a noisy, always overheated, and 
generally smoke-filled garage are 
over. In the field, at last! Out in the 
great outdoors, where the air is 
fresh and life is simpler! If it 
weren’t for the work, we could 
almost imagine we were away on a 
holiday. 

When we got here for RV 89. 
almost 20% of our vehicles were 
VOR. Now, the platoon is main¬ 
taining the fleet at more or less 4% 
serviceability. This is a very good 
record for a unit that has averaged 
40% since exercise Maitre Guerrier 
88. To be honest, though, we have 
to share the credit with all who sup¬ 
ported us over the last year. We 
owe special thanks to the batallion 
drivers and to Transport Platoon 
personnel who gave us a hand 
every time the clock ran out. 

Work is easy to do here in Wain- 
wright. With all this good weather 
we’ve been having, technicians are 
able to concentrate fully on their 
jobs, without the daily worries of 
life in garrison. As things now 
stand, with such a low rate of 
vehicles off the road, we can get 
ahead a little. We’re carrying out 
minor repairs which normally would 
have been delayed until the unit 
had returned to Quebec. We are 
reorganizating platoon equipment 
and are getting ready for the divi¬ 
sional exercise. All in all, life is 
alright here at RV! 

The Brigade exercise REACTION 
BRAVE was very quiet, with just a 
few requests for repairs, but many 
for recovery on that damned Circle 
Route. In fact, we'd often wondered 
where that road got its name from 
until one of the clowns in the pla¬ 
toon suggested that it might be 
because once you get on the 
damned road, you get nowhere, 


anyway! The exercise ended, and 
we learned a thing or two, ask any 
of our armourers. I’m sure that the 
next time 'round, they'll test those 
.50 cal beforehand. If only the 
weather was not so much like 
Gagetown’s. 

Still to come is the divisional 
exercise MAGNUM WARRIOR. The 
platoon’s task: to prepare for 
combat. One of the functions we 
don’t often get to rehearse, 
preparing for combat is more com¬ 
plex than it sounds. Too often, 
when on exercise, users are in such 
a hurry to see their equipment oper¬ 
ational again, they neglect protection 
during on-the-spot repairs. 

Recovering a broken-down vehicle 
to a defendable hide on the battle¬ 
field and assigning sentries are not 
peacetime priorities, but in wartime, 
it has to be done. The reason we 
come on exercise is to practice for 
war, and just as transport and 
supply practice their tactical delivery 
point programs, maintenance also 
has to protect itself while doing its 
job. So watch out! Mechanics are 
out to prove themselves as true 
MAGNUM WARRIORS in combat. 

By Captain H.P.C. Wubbolts 
Maintenance Officer, 2 R22R 

Arte et Marte 



A maintenance team replacing a radiator on an APC. 


The Maintenance Platoon 
of the 2 R22R 




WO Tremblay using his computer to 
prepare maintenance reports. 


MCpl Beaudoin, Pte Ducharme and 
Pte Ratte performing a tune up on a 
JO HMG. 


21 




The Maintenance Platoon of the 
Royal 22e Regiment at RV 89 


As you read these lines, exercise 
RENDEZVOUS '89 is just a memory 
for many who took part. As most 
units of the Canadian Army, 3 Batta¬ 
lion, Royal 22nd Regiment, deployed 
to CFB Det Wainwright to train. 

Indeed, this was the first time 
that a divisional concept had been 
developed. For us maintenance 
people, it hasn’t meant many 
changes in how we do things. The 
only difference is where second line 
services are concerned. Ordinarily, 
second line services are provided by 
the 5 e Bataillon des Services du 
Canada, but during this exercise, the 
batallion got its support from the 
5 e Unite ae support de brigade and 
from 125 Maintenance Batallion. 

Enough small talk! Now let’s get 
down to business!! RV 89 began at 
Valcartier at least a month before 
the trains were loaded. The tech¬ 
nical inspection followed by a blitz 
during which the platoon was 
worked off its feet as it scrambled 
to get the fleet ready for departure. 
Every vehicle, with one or two 
exceptions, headed West in good 
condition. 

After a few days of well deserved 
rest, members of the maintenance 
platoon flew off for friendlier skies 
... at Wainwright, Alberta. The 
Perigrine 3 and 4 areas were allo¬ 
cated to 3 Battalion. Taking full 
advantage of the space allocated to 
the platoon, WO Beaudoin had no 
problems getting up work and rest 
areas established that made more 
than one group envious. While the 
platoon and battalion were settling 
in, MCpl Cote (the unit TSCT), 
assisted by Cpl Berthe and Pte Mac¬ 
Donald got busy setting up the biv¬ 
ouac’s electrical system. Alberta’s 
cold nights came as a shock to 
many, but thanks to Cpls St-Pierre 
and Lessard’s efforts, we were all 
kept as warm as toast. 


Once the battalion was on the 
ground, training immediately began 
in earnest. The maintenance platoon 
established a quick repair team 
made up of a member from Cpl 
Lefebvre’s wheel section and Cpl 
Paquet’s track section. This team 
was deployed inside company lines 
in the early morning to correct 
minor vehicle repairs before compa¬ 
nies left for their day's training. This 
concept was one of the mainstays of 
the batallion’s maintenance program 
as faults were reported and equip¬ 
ment returned to service on the 
spot. Vehicles requiring more com¬ 
plicated repairs were backloaded on 
the maintenance area to be repaired 
by such technicians as Cpl Mongrain 
and Cpl Dumond under the supervi¬ 
sion of their section leader, MCpl 
Poirier. The materials technician, 

Cpl Tremblay, assisted by Cpl Roussi, 
detached from the batalhon's trans¬ 
port platoon, manufactured the parts 
required to ensure the smooth 
operation of the bivouac and made 
bodywork repairs to vehicles damaged 
in training. Sgt Giroux and his 
armourer section inspected weapons 
before firing exercises. 

Our infantry coy MRTs, Cpl 
Gagne and Gauvin of Company A, 
Cpls Paquet and Avoine of Com¬ 
pany B, and Cpls Royer and Sigouin 
of Company C were very active in 
every company and battalion exeri- 
cise by deploying under command 
of their respective companies. They 
had the good fortune of being part 
of a combat team equipped with 
American Ml tanks. I'm sure now 
they’ve got a whole catalogue of 
war stories to entertain us with. 


3 Battalion 


The brigade exercise was a new 
experience for us at the platoon. 
Indeed, it was the first time in 
several years that the full echelon 
deployed for manoeuvres in concert 
with the remainder of the batallion. 
Moreover, a defensive exercise was 
something new for several members 
of the platoon used to the rythm of 
the offensive exercises of the past. 
The brigade exercise began with a 
250-kilometre road movement. The 
journey featured several detours and 
fake military police officers. Looking 
out for the fake MPs caused at least 
one maintenance officer to become 
a little paranoid. I'm sure one bri¬ 
gade MP will remember a certain 
trail party for a long time to come. 
Some came back empty handed, as 
indeed did the two recovery teams 
made up of MCpl Boudreau and Cpl 
Lauzon in the recovery vehicle, and 
MCpl Comptois and Cpl Gauthier in 
the ARVL. For his part, MWO Pelle¬ 
tier fought off like the valiant 
solider he is a hord of enemies 
during the final attack, while Sgt 
Vaillancourt attempted to get back 
into his NBC coverall. The divisional 
exercise made it possible to deploy 
the A1 and A2 echelons. 

One must not forget to mention 
the gallant efforts of our spare parts 
section made up of MCpl Simard 
and Cpl Riviere, as well as our parts 
coordinator, Mcpl Richard who 
developed, unfortunately, a severe 
case of computerosis, an allergy of 
sots to computers. We are very 
grateful to our platoon Vandoos, 

Cpls Rousseau and Cote, at the tool 
crib, as well as to our clerk, Cpl 
Audet. 

Exercise RV 89 will remain etched 
for a long time in the memories of 
our soldier-technicians. 

JE ME SOUVIENS - ARTE ET 
MARTE 

Captain D. Lincourt 
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12 RBC Maint TP 


As a major combat unit, 12 RBC 
employs a great number of techni¬ 
cians in the 400 trade series. 

From one year to the next, it is 
the duty of our technicians to 
remain at the forefront of new tech¬ 
nologies. This means they must 
keep abreast of advanced technical 
courses that will improve their 
understanding of their field of spe¬ 
cialty and, consequently, will enable 
them to provide better service. By 
such specialization, our technicians 
are able to perform more effectively 
and efficiently, regardless of trade. 

Today, the Regiment is manned 
with technicians in the following 
trades: vehicle technician 411, arma¬ 
ment technician 412, fire control 
system technicians 431 and 432. In 
addition, for some years now, we 
have had technicians in the new 441 
trade which includes such fields as 
welding, machining and finishing. 

Note that the availability of such 
qualified technical personnel is of 
considerable value in maintaining 
the effectiveness of the Regiment. 

Master technicians have to go 
through several phases of training 
before they fully understand their 
trade and lean to develop good 


working methods, and get the full 
benefit of acquired experience. Tech¬ 
nicians must have a sound base in 
level 3 qualification training to begin 
with. After this, they move on to 
train on various types of equipment 
to qualify at level 4. Only then are 
they ready to be posted to a combat 
unit. 

For their part, the task of master 
technicians in the 411 trade at the 
unit (vehicle) level is to make 
changes, inspect and carry out first 
line mechanical repairs on such 
vehicles as Cougars, Lynx, Ml 13 and 
wheeled vehicles such as litis, 5/4 
tons, MLVWs and 5 ton vehicles. 

They can also be part of a mobile 
repair team during field 
manoeuvres. This kind of work is a 
constant challenge for the master 
technician in the conduct of routine 
assignments. He or she must remain 
flexible at all times. 

For master armament 421 techni¬ 
cians, first line tasks are to preserve 
and depreserve weapons, to repair 
them, and to inspect and repair 
stoves and lanterns. When posted to 
combat units, they too may be 
assigned to mobile repair teams. 


Where the 431 and 432 techni¬ 
cians are concerned, they must 
acquire the skill required to inspect, 
check and repair various types of 
generators. They are also tasked 
with setting up the bivouac’s elec¬ 
trical system, inspecting weapon’s 
aiming sights and the traversing 
mechanisms of Cougar vehicles. 

Note that fire control system techni¬ 
cians 432 become specialists when 
they become qualified at the 5A level. 

Technicians in the 441 trade at 
the unit level are employed in 
making MIG and TIG welds and 
modifications to armoured vehicles. 
They are also skilled at various 
machining and finishing jobs. The 
finishing aspect includes repairing 
tents, tarpaulings for all kinds of 
vehicles, as well as repairs to any 
other type of textile used to protect 
the equipment kept on board 
armoured vehicles. 

I hope this short walk through 
the Regiment has given you a 
clearer picture of the major tasks of 
the master technicians of the 400 
series employed within an armoured 
regiment. 

Capt Mike Hutchison 
Maintenance Officer 12 e RBC 


The 5 RALC Maintenance Troop at RV 89 


On this buffalo’s consecrated 
ground is here, for another time, the 
5 RALC Maintenance troop, with his 
38 “Craftmans” (Cfn), having for main 
goal to train in a new divisionnal 
concept. 

One of the most popular questions, 
in relation with this new concept, 
was to know if this concept will 
involve any changes in our EME 


operations, in the training and in 
our level of maintenance. This is 
what we will discuss in the next 
paras. 

Troop Organization 

First, the maintenance troop 
organization, in the field, is a decen¬ 
tralized one, where 4 Veh Techs and 
2 Wpn Techs are detached to each 


of the 3 howitzer batteries. How¬ 
ever, the FCS and welder services 
are centralized because of the 
reduced number of technicians. 

One of the maintenance troop’s 
features, which explains his success, 
is his permanent inspection section. 
This one allows the unit to keep a 
healthy and operational veh fleet. In 
bivouac, the section keeps doing 
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CPL JFA Dube, Veh Tech, 5 RALC, putting the final touch on this recovery. 



The EME Col-Cmdt, Col Svab, talking 
with Sgt JRC Couture, Veh Tech, during 
his visit to the 5 RALC Maintenance 
Troop. Standing in the back, Capt. JEA 
Goudreau, Maint O, who seems to 
appreciate all the encouragement 
words given by the Col-Cmdt to 
his men. 



MCPL JGR Vezina, Veh Tech, 5 
RALC. fixing the fuel pump system 
of a PUD veh. 


preventive inspections and, in exer¬ 
cise, she is used as a supplementary 
MRT, always ready to support any 
battery that needs it. 

1st Line Maintenance 

This new concept does not involve 
too many changes, at the first line 
level. However, it did bring a lot of 
more in our relation with the div 
support elements. Being part of Div 
Troops, with any Brigade Support 
Unit, this relation was to a slight 
extent more difficult, at the beginning. 

EME Operations 

One of the Maint concepts is the 
use of an Equipment Collecting 
Point (ECP), to facilitate the evacua¬ 
tion of non-priority wheel vehs 
which require second line repairs. 

At RV89, this concept was applied 
for one of the first times. Its utilization 
roved to be a positive experience 
ecause it allowed the 1st line 
recovery elements to be more effi¬ 
cient and available for their unit, 
because of the close location of the 
ECP. Also, its utilization is, for the 
division, essential in order to reduce 
those useless long moves and the 
heavy traffic. 

Another similar concept, that was 
tried, is the use of the Delivery Point 
(DP) as a mean to send equipments 
(other than vehs) that require second 
line repairs to the Maint Bon. Its 
utilization proved to be less positive 


because of the high risks of errors in 
the handling of equipments and his 
documentations. Theses are highly 
proned to be lost during the numerous 
transactions that compose a DP 
process (Maint Troop to Trsp Son, 
Trsp Son to Trsp Bon and Trsp Bon 
to Main Bon). 

The Craftsman in Training 

About training, our Cfn had an 
appropriate individual and collective 
training. 

At the individual training level, 
they participated in the General 
Walter competition (2 x 16 Km 
march) and to the personal shooting 
qualification. 

Also, at the collective training 
level, our craftsmen participated at 
battery exercises (real/dry shooting) 
and at CDA & Brigade Exercises. 

The Craftsman and his Social and 
Entertaining Activities 

During our tour at RV89, the 
Artillery Brigade’s Craftsman had 
the honour to receive the EME 
Col-Cmdt, Col Svab. His presence 
reanimated our pride to belong to 
the branch; we were proud to show 
to our gunner friends that they were 
not the only one to have a Col-Cmdt. 

At midway through the exercise, 
after doing an excellent job, our happy 
Craftsmen packed up one’s bags to 
go, in R&R, the Edmonton. After 
seeing all the possible attractions of 
the famous "WEST EDMONTON 
MALL" and after being out of breath 
in thoses diabolic water slides of 
"WaterPark”, they came back more 
than happy and fully satisfied of 
their 48 hours. 

Also, in this sunny day of the 
15 May, our laborious Craftsmen 
had the occasion to celebrate the 
45th EME Branch Anniversary. That 
was a wonderful occasion, for all 
members of the big EME family, to 
exchange, to meet old bodies and 
to celebrate. 

Finally, the RV89 Exercise has 
been for all the CRAFTSMEN, 
including the officers, a learning 
period, with a lot of tests & trials, 
and also a unique moment, for all 
EME, to get together and share a 
new div support concept. 

ARTE ET MARTE! 
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Div Arty- 

Divisional Artillery Brigade 

“The Guns! The Guns! Thank God the Guns" 


What would we do without guns? 
For many people at RV 89 the con¬ 
cept of Divisional Artillery was new, 
for the Artillery it was a dream 
come true. In the Divisional Artil¬ 
lery role the Artillery regiments 
from each Brigade, plus additional 
units, were placed under control of 
the CDA (Commander of Divisional 
Artillery) Col T.J. Guiler, The follo¬ 
wing is a list of units which formed 
the Divisional Artillery Brigade for 
RV 89: 

2 RCHA from Petawawa, Ontario 

3 RCHA from Shilo, Manitoba 

5 RALC from Valcartier, Quebec 

119 AD Bty from Chatham, New 

Brunswick 

5/62 ADA (-) US from Fort Bliss 

(Bty 1/27 F.A, US from Fort Knox 

With all these units in one Bri¬ 
gade the end result could have been 


chaos for the maintainers but it 
wasn’t the Divisional Artillery fleet 
of vehicles represented the third 
largest fleet of vehicles on RV 89 
with over 580 tracked and wheeled 
vehicles including weapons systems. 

To most people maintaining this 
fleet might seem like an impossible 
task but to the maintainers it was 
just another day at the office. 

Repairs to the equipment started the 
min the vehicles hit the ground and 
continued until the trains were 
loaded at the end of the exercise. 

Of course some mins were taken 
out to participate in the EME day 
celebrations. 

The first line maintainers showed 
us exactly what maintainers are 
made of. After countless examples 
of “RCEME to the rescue” the Artil¬ 
lery could do nothing but smile in 


admiration at how highly skilled 
and effective these soldiers are. 
Whether fixing or fighting these 
men showed us that they have 
what it takes. Way to go! The old 
horse and sadie would be proud of 
you. 

And finally before I close I would 
like to say that the 2nd line work 
received from 125 Maint Bn was 
first class. The men worked long 
hours to ensure the Brigade was 
able to perform its job, so a heart 
felt thanks goes out to the 2nd line 
maintainers at 125 Maint Bn from 
all the maintainers from the Div 
Arty Bde. Until next we meet take 
care and good fixing! 

ARTE ET MARTE 
Lt R.D. Hardwick 
G4 Maint Div Arty 


2 RCHA 


Maint RV 89 

2 RCHA Maint is commanded by 
Capt "Gee” McGee who came to us 
from Gagetown in Aug 88, he spent 
holidays with us before being sent 
on the staff officers crse in Jan 89- 
He is greatly missed on RV 89 as he 
is a welcome addition to the Maint 
Troop. In the absence of Capt McGee, 
MWO Perry J.P. among other jobs is 
the Acting Tech Adj/ET/BSM and 
any other job laid upon him. He finds 
this an interesting and challenging 
job and has enjoyed RV 89. 

Under the Maint umbrella we are 
set up as a decentralized Maint 
organization which has our EME 
pers working in 4 different Btys D, 

E, F and HQ Btys covering FCS, 
Wpns, Veh, Mat Tech and Rad 


Techs although the Rad Techs work 
for the Signals troop presently. 

WO Danyduck is the Control 
Officer for the Regiment and is 
deeply involved in the LOMMIS 
world and the popular tripple MS 
that everyone is so excited about. 

He and MWO Perry have spent a 
great deal of time liaisoning with 
125 Maint organizing the 2nd line 
repairs for the Regiment. It seems 
complicated the way they are set up 
but it has been very effective for our 
Regiment. Our fellow tradesmen 
have done a good work in providing 
services. 

Wpns Techs (421) 

The Wpns sect of 2 RCHA was 
deployed to RV 89 in Wainwright, 


Alta on 24 Apr 89. After the initial 
settling-in of our modular con¬ 
dominiums the wpns techs carried 
on with the task at hand of preparing 
the guns for a live fire shoot. This 
entailed prefire checks and preven¬ 
tive maintenance on both the 
105 mm Cl Howitzer and the L5 
Pack Howitzer. 

The Wpns sect within the regi¬ 
ment works decentralized of the 
maintenance organization. This 
means we have our wpns techs 
attached directly to a gun battery 
(BTY) and under direct supervision 
of the Bty Vehicle Sgt. Due to the 
role of our regt within the SSF this 
is necessary D Bty belongs to AMF(L) 
while E Bty (Para) belongs to the 
Airborne Battle Group. This can 
spread our Bty wpns techs in all 
areas of the globe in any given time. 
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Now that we have some back¬ 
ground in how our wpns organiza¬ 
tion operates I’ll go into what the 
gun plumbers do within their own 
Bty organizations. Riding on the pin¬ 
nacle of HQ Bty is WO Dennis 
Davydiuk. He ram rods the staffing 
of work orders so we can keep our 
2nd Line cohorts busy especially 
with the L5 Pack Howitzer (Spaghetti 
Gun). He also provides barbering 
facilities when not punching time 
cards on the MMM's computer. 

The 2 I/C of the wpns shop 
during RV 89 is Sgt Bob Merasty. He 
provides the daily “stove patrol" 
and ensures the kitchen trailers are 
pumping out the grub as they 
should. Along with this heavy 
burden he provides the technical 
advice (it’s free) to the Bty techs 
whenever it’s required. One of the 
new Craftsman recently posted to 
assist Sgt Merasty is Cfn Shawn 
Doucette. This is his first exposure 
to a field environment and it has 
been an eye opener for him. He 
didn’t initially deploy with us as he 
had to prepare his family for 
occupancy of a PMQ. However, 
since he’s been out here he has had 
many tasks to start him on his OJT 
qualification. He’s provided invalu¬ 
able assistance on the M2 Gas 
Stoves and other trade related ancil¬ 
lary equipment. His other tasking 
while on RV 89 is to etch all the 
serial numbers on all the C7 Rifle 
bolts held by HQ Bty. Should you 
happen to see him with a slight 
shake in his right arm that was 
caused by the pencil etcher. Cfn 
Doucette can also make a pretty 
mean cup of coffee even if the 
flames on the 2 Burner Coleman get 
a little high. Right Doucette? In any 
case this was a lesson learned ana 
Cfn Doucette will be able to practice 
some of his soldiering skills on the 
upcoming Divisional Exercise. 


Next in line is Cfn Marty 
Belanger who devotes his time and 
energy to D Bty AMF(L). During this 
exercise Marty has been able to 
plan, organize & maintain his own 
work schedule to meet the needs 
and demands of the gun bty. 

Having recently attained his TQ 4 
he has had little difficulty in main¬ 
taining his primary armament which 
are the 105 mm Cl Howitzers. He 
has been able to keep the guns 
firing and prevented the dreaded 
"SILENCE 11” during a live fire 
shoot. Along with looking after the 
guns on his own, he was tasked in 
instructing eight (8) TQ 3 wpns tech 
from 125 Svc Bn. As usual he car¬ 
ried out this task professionally and 
the students achieved valuable infor¬ 
mation and hands on experience. 
During a Mil Skills Competition held 
in Suffield, Alta he again displayed 
excellent soldiering skills. As he was 
part of the BHQ Team which are 
the support elements within the 
Gun Bty. Overall they placed very 
well within the regimental standings. 
During this exercise Cfn Belanger 
has displayed the traits expected of 
a "CRAFTSMAN" and his efforts are 
greatly appreciated by this main¬ 
tenance organization. 

Next in the wpns world is MCpl 
Andy Degeer. He is directly respon¬ 
sible for E BTY (Para) with their 
beloved L5 Pack Howitzers. Andy 
has now attained about every thing 
there is to know about this gun. He 
has also been able to reduce the 
number of hydraulic showers when 
working on the upper & lower recoil 
systems. As a matter of fact he has 
been able to stand aside and let cfn 
Gerry St Louis who is his right hand 
man, share some of the hydraulic 
oil. Gerry is well into his OJT pro¬ 
gram gaining a wide variety of 
experience during RV 89. He was 
involved in the Mil Skills Competi¬ 
tion held in Suffield, Alta and 
placed very well in the standings. 


We would say excellent however, 
he did forget to close the ejection 
opening cover on the C9 LMG. Tut! 
Tut! With the constant maintenance 
required of the L5 Pack Howitzers 
this Cfn has been instrumental in 
ensuring the guns are firing, which 
requires true "CRAFTMANSHIP". 
Also, as these howitzers are well 
known for eating fingers we can ay 
that Gerry still has all his fingers. 
Finally, immediately after RV 89 this 
Cfn will be attending a basic para 
crse and we wish him the best of 
luck on his first step to becoming a 
para trooper. 

Last but not least is MCpl Paul 
Klie, who is posted to F Bty or as 
we like to call them the "Fighting 
Fox” Bty. As this is a small organi¬ 
zation, individuals such as Paul can 
become over tasked. In MCpl Klie’s 
case he is also the BK's driver. In 
order for a wpns tech to do this, he 
must be very flexible in planning 
his workload and also provide 
assistance to other non-trade related 
taskings. In any case Paul has 
mastered these talents and kept his 
L5 Pack Howitzers firing when 
required. He was also on the BHQ 
Team on the Mil Skills Competition 
in Suffield and his Bty won the 
overall competition. A job well done 
during RV 89 and we wish him a 
good posting to Germany with the 
RCDs this summer. 

As you can see the wpns techs of 
2 RCHA must be very flexible not 
only within the regiment but also 
within the SSF. Exercises such as RV 
89 practice the skills required by our 
CRAFTSMAN to make them into 
better soldiers. As they are the back¬ 
bone of our organization we the 
supervisors, must look after them. 
They have displayed their profes¬ 
sional abilities during this exercise 
and they are to be recommended. 
ARTE ET MARTE. 

B. Merasty 
Sgt 


E Bty (Para) 2 RCHA 


E Bty (Para) Maint section consists 
of 5 Veh Techs, 2 Wpn Techs and 1 
Rad Tech (exercise only). During RV 
89 this section was ramrodded by 


Sgt W.D. Spud Ho watt. His 2 i/c 
MCpl Bruno Gagnon started RV but 
was repatted to Petawawa on 7 May 
for a tasking to Golan. Bruno was 


wished a good tour and Bon Voyage 
in good EME tradition. The section 
just hoped he wasn’t Air Sick. 
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The main wrench bending fell on 
the shoulders of Cpl J.P. (Paul) 
Richard and Cfn M.R. (Mike) 
Anderson both of whom displayed 
great enthusiasm in keeping our 30 
vehicles mobile. 

The Wpns side of the house is 
very well run by MCpl F. (Andy) 
Degear with his assistant Cfn G.P. 
(Gerry) St-Louis. This role "gun 
maintenance" is covered in the Gun 
Plumber article. 


During RV the Para Bty main¬ 
tained completed many hours of 
maintenance including the always 
due 1134s, many MEIOR and major 
mods that always happen just 
before deployments. 

From May 13-19 we deployed to 
Suffield for regimental training and 
the road moves were very boring, 
only 4 fuel filters had to be 
replaced. 


In closing RV had been an 
enlightening experience for the 
junior tradesmen who have learned 
that soldiering is also part of the 
trade. Also they became very good 
at carving canes. 

From Para Bty Maintenance sec¬ 
tion to all maintainers on ARTE ET 
MARTE and "have a good one”. 


Profile of a Technician — 3 RCHA 


Exercise RV 89 is the culmination 
of a long and arduous training year 
for the 3 RCHA. Since September of 
last year, the technicians of 3 
RCHA’s Light Maintenance Troop 
(LMT) have kept up with the hectic 
pace of exercises and maintenance. 
(Satisfaction guaranteed, but not 
always service with a smile.) The 
LMT is a diverse organization which 
includes 52 soldiers from seven 
different trades. The following para¬ 
graphs will introduce you to a few 
of these hardworking technicians 
and their families; this is a chance 
to recognize the men who keep the 
Regiment moving and shooting. Cpl 
Randy Anketell is a 32 year old 
Materials Technician from Moncton, 
NB. He, his wife Jane, and his three 
children have been with the Regi¬ 
ment for two years. Because of the 
shortages in the 441 trade, Cpl 
Anketell has been the only Mat 
Tech with 3 RCHA this past year, 
and his been extremely busy 
welding, sewing and painting. He 
and MCpl Garry Joe destroyed 
ETQMS Brian Daniels at horseshoes 
during the Troop smoker, getting 
more accurate as the night 
progressed. 

Pte Bruce Smith is a 25 year old 
Weapons Technician (Land) who 
arrived in Shilo from CFSEME days 
before Ex RV 89, leaving his wife 
Kathy in Prince Rupert, BC. Pte 
Smith said his best memory from 
the exercise is the EME Day celebra¬ 
tions on 15 May, where he had a 
chance to meet some of his past 
instructors as well as being 
introduced to many other members 


of his trade. Cpl Andre Belanger is a 
27 year old Vehicle Technician from 
Les Boules, near Rimouski, PQ. 

He and his wife France Garneau 
have been with 3 RCHA since 1984. 
Cpl Belanger and his partner, Cpl 
Mike Bell spent most of a day 
stranded along side the road after 
their M578 Armoured Recovery 
Vehicle broke down. This was a 
crushing blow to these two proud 
technicians who often claimed they 
would rather walk than be re¬ 
covered by someone else. 

Also helping to maintain the Regi¬ 
ment’s equipment are clerks, supply 
technicians, radar technicians and 
radio technicians. Master Seaman 
Ian Campbell is a 40 year old 
Supply Technician from Salmon 
Arm, BC who found Ex RV 89 a 
great chance to renew to old friend¬ 
ships with people from across the 
country. WO Len Clarke is a Radar 
Technician in his 30th year of 
service but his first year outside the 
air environment. Needless to say, it 
has been an interesting year for 
himself and his wife Sharon. (Isn't 
there a saying about old dogs and 
new tricks?) These are only a few of 
the members of our family. Through 
this glimpse of their dedication, I 
hope they will receive a little bit of 
the recognition that which they 
greatly deserve. To them and all the 
members of the EME branch, our 
friends and families, congratulations 
on a job well done and good luck. 
Arte et Marte. 



Cpl Rock Bouchard in a mechanic's 
favorite position. 



Pte Rob Myskiw with a MLVW. 



Cpl Bob Herrington gets "into" 
fixing a 5/4 ton truck. 
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Div Engr_ 

Maint TP - 1 CER RV 89 

‘‘For ten dollars a day" 


Once again 1 CER’s maint tp was 
sent a cordial invitation to attend 
the festivities in Wainwright. With 
much activity and seemingly little 
coordination we successfully com¬ 
pleted a three phase deployment 
and eventually found ourselves par¬ 
ticipating in RV 89. 

Phase I consisted of sending one 
Sgt and four Cpls to support the 
unit heavy equipment that was 
involved in bivouac preparation. 

Phase II started with a smooth 
running train load and was com¬ 
pleted by two airlifts. 

Phase III was an uneventful and 
highly successful twenty vehicle 
road move. 

It’s of 23 Apr 89, 1 CER’s Maint 
Tp was ready, willing and waiting 
for war. The tp consists of a Maint 
“O” (Lt), an ETQMS (Mom), a War¬ 
rant Officer (DAD), and a Sgt (Uncle 
Tony) and 17 other ranks. During 
exercises Maint Tp splits into three 
echelons: Al, A2 and B. A1 echelon 
consists of the maint cp control 
office along with two light MRTs, a 
tracked MRT, a heavy MRT and a 
wrecker. A2 echelon consists of the 
Adm Sqn CR, small engines/FCS/ 
Wpns MRT, welder, tire SEV and 
tool crib. B echelon is our main area 
of resupply with the unit QM and 
spare parts. 

Camp set up took approximately 
3-1/2 days, 2-1/2 of them were dedi¬ 
cated to wiring up the amenities 
essential to survival “life in the 
field" (VCR, stereo, toaster, micro- 
wave, coffee pot, dart board, lights). 
Once the essential was installed, 
one day was spent setting up the 
rest, small engines/wpns, control 
office, welding shop and tool crib. 
Then it was off to work. Losing 
much of the units heavy equipment 
to Div made the workload a little 
lighter, however it was balanced out 



1 CER's only Mat Tech, Cpl Grenier, at work in the field 


by the loss of five persons to sup¬ 
port the equipment. 

The first few days our workload 
was fairly heavy but we rose to true 
form and had the regiment rolling 
quickly. Our parts were supplied to 
us by our early headed vidmar — 
varmit and his loyal sapper 
companion. 

Now that we have moved into 
the computer age with our new 
time accounting computer, the tran¬ 
sition has shown not to be as easy 
as first thought, this has been 
proven by the numerous problems 
created by various inexperienced 
control office staffs throughout the 
EME world. The control office staff 
accidently erased all memory but 
their golf game is getting better. 



A true Mech at work 
you saying Ben?" 


"What are 
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1 CER Maint Tp ready to Rock 'n Roll 



Speaking of golf we have encoun¬ 
tered a strange phenomenon. If you 
park a 5/4 within 400 metres of a 
golf course you can count on at least 
one broken window. Our SSM proved 
this and is now a cold Puppy. 

In May 6, three members of the 
troop were invited to come out and 
show their skills as sappers during 
the engineer competition. 

Events included building a 2 span 
MGB, field engineer skills (hole 
pounding), crossing an anti-tank 
ditch, assault boat water crossing 
and lots of running between events. 
All 3 members declined the invita¬ 
tion to remuster and chose to stick 
to EME day type events. 

On May 15th, we attended EME 
Day festivities held at Galt Lake. 
Numerous sporting events were held 


but judging by the participation the 
most popular sport was held at the 
beer tents. It was a good time to 
meet new friends and get re-acquainted 
with old friends. 

Most evenings were fairly relaxed, 
due to a VOR rate close to nil, with 
plenty of time spent on Z54. The 
obvious question asked every night 
was “well, what do we do tonight" 
as the sound of pressurized cans 
being opened echoed through the 
night. Parts have proven to be a 
popular past time with us ... It 
does not take a whole lot of energy 
to play. Our biggest problem was 
when we mounted our dart board it 
was initially mounted to the end of 
a modular tent. During windy condi¬ 
tions it was very hard to hit unless 
you were participating in a more 
spiritual concurring activity. This did 


not make it any easier to hit but 
you just did not care. 

After a strenuous night of darts 
your sleeping bag was a welcome 
sight unless our gremlins were at 
work. Such things as road wheels or 
idler wheels mysteriously appeared 
in the bottom of many sleeping 
bags. Some of us found themselves 
sleeping with their feet above their 
head. However the gremlins also 
found that there was a tape monster 
around and it had the habit of gun 
loping their sleeping bags into small 
bundles. Rank has once again 
shown its advantages, the higher 
the rank the smaller the bundle. 

With the end of RV 89 
approaching, Maint Tp 1 CER is 
looking forward to a safe and 
speedy return to sunny Chilliwack. 
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2 CER - RV 89 


RV 89 was a relatively short exer¬ 
cise for 2 CER. The main body 
deployed on two main flights — a 
here on the 20th of April and a 
Boeing on the 21st, both from 
Trenton. The here flight was 
delayed five hours, which isn’t bad 
for “White Knuckle Airlines”. 
Redeployment was very early, on 
the 1st and 3rd of June, both Boeing 
flights from Edmonton to Ottawa. 

All in all, RV 89 was a short six 
weeks of “fun"! 

Maintenance Troop lived in 
luxury in normal 2 CER fashion. We 
had a shower point that put the 
MLVUs to shame, we had the most 
elaborate mess at RV, and all canvas 
structures had complete floor 
boards, cocoa matting, and were 
heated and wired with lights. 2 CER 
also had a “state-of-the-art” lighting 
tower on trial, which let us our biv¬ 
ouac area like a baseball diamond. 
Of course the maintainers showed a 
little initiative too. They built a 
patio equipped with home-made 
lawn furniture, frequently used the 
tool lorry’s extended modular ten¬ 
tage for a party tent, and set up 
their own washing machine. They 
also had the best coffee in the Regi¬ 
ment. They took the time and effort 
to make the stay at RV as comfort¬ 
able and fun as possible. 

RV 89 was a busy six weeks for 2 
CER. The CO called a 24 hr 
shakeout immediately upon arrival 
just to get everyone in the right 
frame of mind. Then, after a couple 
of days for maintenance and prepa¬ 
ration, we deployed on a three-day 
Div Engr FTX. For a week in the 
middle of May we supported the 
field troops battle runs in Dundurn, 
Sask. And finally, we ended RV 
with a six-day Div FTX. However, 
because of our early redeployment 
date we remained in our luxurious 
bivouac area for the duration of the 
FTX and commenced teardown 
while still supporting the Regiment. 



Back (L to R): Sgt Adam, MWO Chaudar, Capt Gauder, WO Pieicy 

Front (L to R): Cpl Daviau, Cpl Monaghan, Cpl Hussey, Spr Hache, Cpl 
Fortin, Cpl Heimann, Cpl Chan, MCpl Brochu, MCpl Wall, Spr Roncetti, CPl 
Wood, Cpl Bendick, MCpl Wright, Cpl Lafosse, Cpl Rushton, Cpl Martin. 

Absent: Cpl Goslin 


The support squadron of 2 CER 
was detached to the formation 
known as 6 ESR (Engineer Support 
Regiment) for the duration of RV. 
This involved almost all of the Regi¬ 
ment’s heavy equipment, as well as 
two of our MRTs (Cpl Daviau, Cpl 
Goslin, Cpl Hermann, Cpl Hussey). 
Because of the workload the heavy 
equipment was subjected to, there 
were few opportunities for main¬ 
tenance. Therefore most of the 
equipment was in need of some 
TLC upon return to 2 CER. 

The preparation that Maintenance 
Troop put in to RV 89 certainly paid 
off. We had no deadheads on 
deployment and only on minor 
breakdown during rail off-loading 
(one 10T Ken worth blew a hydraulic 
pump while lifting a sea container). 
We had a moderate workload 
throughout the exercise, and kept 
the Regiment completely mobile. 

The only major problem encoun- 



2 CER Maint Tp Control Office — 
The heart of the organization 

tered was numerous MLVW torque 
rod failures, probably due to the rail 
move. However once the parts were 
finally received, the vehicles were 
serviceable in no time. Also, we 
can’t forget to mention that the ET 
blew the engine in his MRT/runner 
while returning from Dundurn. We 
dispatched our wrecker for the six- 
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hour drive to get him, and delivered 
the truck to Maint Bn, who came 
through and changed the engine 
within 30 hours. 
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Work hard, party hard! Anyone for a “BEER beer"? 


The boys hard at work — impressing an onlooking engineer 


The exercise was extremely 
prosperous for Maintenance Troop, 
as six out of twenty-one pers were 
promoted. The Maint O was 
upgraded to a Captain on 1 May (as 
were many other ROTP Lieutenants 
at RV), but more importantly, five 
other hard-earned, well-deserved 
promotions were awarded. Sgt 
Piercy became a WO, MCpl Adam 
became a Sgt, and Cpls Brochu, Wall 
and Wright all became MCpls. Even 
Cpl Ray Fortin graduated to a 
"keen” soldier on parade. Unfor¬ 
tunately, though, all these promo¬ 
tions mean that we will be losing a 
large number of excellent mechanics 
this APS. 

A CDE competition between the 
four Engineer Regiments was held 
on 5 May. The team composition 
was very specific and included two 
mechanics so Cpl Bendick and Cpl 
Chan helped to bring the trophies to 
"Home of the Champions", as we 
were referred to after our victory. 

We worked hard and partied 
hard, too, just like true engineers. 
Louis Adam taught everyone how to 
drive to exercise have a fantastic 
time, play indoor rugby (slam 
dancing), and then carry on with 
work the following morning at 0730 
hrs. EME Day on 15 May was a 
massive gathering which brought 
friends from across the country 
together for a very enjoyable day of 
socializing. Needless to say we also 
had some memorable (hard to 
remember) promotion parties. 

RV 89 was a short but very suc¬ 
cessful and enjoyable exercise for 2 
CER and Maintenance Troop. We 
had an exceptional collection of 
technicians and personalities which 
will unlikely be matched in the 
future. Although everyone was anx¬ 
ious to get home to their families, 
we hope that all future exercises 
will be blessed with the same esprit- 
de-corps that was displayed at RV. 

ARTE ET MARTE 

by Capt B.E. Gaudet 
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6 ESR Maint Tp — RV 89 


The moral is high, the VOR is 
low, and all units are more than 
happy with our support. A slow 
start initially along with very cold 
minus temperatures and all the 
white stuff that goes with it soon 
disappeared. It was evident that 6 
ESR Maintenance was ready for its 
heavy and 

busy task, mainly to provide support 
to 1 CER, 2 CER, 5 RGC and Div 
Engr HQ and its base unit 22 Fd Sqn. 

To complete this role at RV 89. 
Maintenance Troop was augmented 
with additional support to fully 
complete the tasks ahead. Among 
the augmentees were a heavy 
recovery team with a Leopard ARV 
"Taurus” CFR Q46 from Main¬ 
tenance Company, CFB Gagetown. 
The crew consisted of Crew Comd 
MCpl Alexis David Doiron and his 
driver/operator Cpl Pierre Dionne 
"Pedro”. 

Also five MRTs capable of 
repairing all types of vehicles in the 
field, these came from 1 CER, 2CER, 

5 RGC. Two teams from 1 CER con¬ 
sisting of Cpl John Robidoux and 
Cpl Dave Owen, Cpl Norm Lapointe 
and Cpl Gabe Aultman. From 2 CER 
we have Cpl Tim Hussey and Cpl 
Pete Heimann, Cpl Chris Goslin 
"The Goose” and Cpl Ray Daviau. 
From 5 RGC Cpl Gilles St-Amant 
"the bearded grizzly” and his 
partner Cpl Pierre Nadeau. 

Together these men with 22 Fd 
Sqn Maintenance Troop consisting 
of ET, Sgt Gord Russell and aug¬ 
mentees MCpl Doug Pitcey and Sgt 
Bob Tyler at the tiller bars in the CP 
Maintenance Van. Also in the CP 
mastering the fine art of paperwork 
we have MCpl Wayne Waterman 
ensuring the most important part of 
the job is completed on time and 
recorded, i.e. 1020s, time accounting 
and many other requirements on 
the paperwork side of the field. 


MCpl Dorrin and Cpl Dionne active on track maintenance. 

On the ground the meat of 22 Fd 
Sqn Maintenance, the major part of 
6 ESR Maint Tp we have four more 
MRTs, three wheeled and one light 
track with bridge layer support capa¬ 
bilities. On the wheeled MRTs we 
have Cpl Stu Maksymnuk and Cpl 
Owen Rumbolt "Rummy”, Cpl 
Richard Couturier and Cpl Bernard 
St-Pierre, Cpl Louis Tabensky and 
Cpl Fabian Kenny. On the tracked 
MRT we have Cpl Darrell Gaudette 
and Cpl Ed Dumas. In the parts 
corner we have MCpl Alex Camp¬ 
bell, Class B Callout attached to 
22 Fd Sqn Maint Tp, who is always 
kept busy chasing parts and doing 
an excellent job for us and all the 
units he deals with. On the wrecker 
we have Cpl Al Aucoin and his 
partner Cpl Arnie Boss. 

Also overseeing this incredible 
array of Canada’s finest 411 techni¬ 
cians is Lt Smith at 22 Fd Sqn CP 
and Capt McLean at Div Engr HQ. 

Together like a well synchronized 
machine finely tuned and well 




Cpls Nadeau and St-Amant display 
their welded creation. 
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Cpls Dumas and Gaudette engaged in 5 tons repairs. 


lubed, these men have resolved 
problem over problem. However, it 
must be said that many of the ini¬ 
tial problems were due to the fact 
that the formation was a new unit. 


“Chapeau:, “Hats off: to all those 
dedicated men for all their efforts 
and continual support 24 hours a 
day “dans le champ", "in the field". 
Yes my French is coming along fine, 
which I consider a gift from the 
military and have ample opportunity 
to utilize it here "dans le champ". 


Where there is a need there is a 
way, and in todays army a great 
many times language training has 
proved useful. This is such a time 
for me and many others to exchange 
and utilize what the military has 
graciously given us time to learn. 
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Anyway in the field we all learn 
from each other by our mistakes 
and our good works. Many will 
cherish the closeness and the friend¬ 
ships made here in the field others 
would rather forget. 

Also to keep us alert and busy 
the pass time in the quiet hours has 
been widdling away at the alluring 
sticks of “diamond willow”. Many 
have acquired this new art and have 
created masterpieces ranging from 
lamps to unit insignia, to walking 
sticks and nicknacs. Myself I have 
given just a few hours to this 
endeavor and have surprised myself 
as you can see by the photos. 


To all the Moms, Dads, children 
and relatives and friends all is well 
“dans le champ” and we miss you 
all. The telephone calls are keeping 
the smiles alive as the weeks roll 
by. Everyone knows now how 
many days and a wakey are left in 
their respective tours, myself 
included. 

We all miss our loved ones 
deeply and as I write my eyes 
become glossy and my throat 
tightens, but such is life. Art et 
Marte, C’est la Vie. Below is an 
array of photos I personally will 
cherish most of all because photos 
are worth a thousand words. 


Maintenance at 5e RGC 

X99, Y03, X03, Y12. .. That’s us! 


Since these codes were applied, 
codes that correspond to very 
specific jobs, the team of mechanics 
is more productive than it has ever 
been. It was during RV 89 that 
everything came together. 

Thanks to a rate of off-the-road 
vehicles that never exceeded 3% 
throughout the exercise, we were 
the best, and there are rumours 
going round that this might even be 
true at the divisional level as well. 

Yes, there’s no doubt about it, 
this was quite an experience, and 
for many of us, another first. 

There were, of course, small 
problems and big problems that had 
to be dealt with at the last minute, 
such as disabled vehicles, down 
generators, and other such triviali¬ 
ties, but our team of professionals is 
up to just about everything, and 
even if it meant working at night at 
times, everything was loaded and 
ready for shipping to Wainwright on 
schedule. 

Our garage, our CP, our latrines, 
our shower, our spare parts vehicle, 
our tents, and our what-have-yous 
were all operational just two days 
after we’d arrived at our bivouac 
area. Panic finally abated. 


Can you think of anything more 
enjoyable than getting together with 
a few buddies at nightfall, after a 
hard day’s work, to relax with a 
soft drink and a friendly game with 
the guys before hitting the sack, nice 
and early, for a good night’s rest? 

There were, now and then, a few 
minor exercises that caused us to 
deploy and temporarily slow down 
our production, but we took those 
in stride. 

There aren’t always all bad sides 
to things. We all got to enjoy, for 
instance, a day at the West Edmonton 
Mall. There was also the EME day 
for mechanics when, all together, 
we celebrated, perhaps some ... 
more than others! What do you say 
guys? We all had a lot of fun at the 
stag party we gave to mark the end 
of Sylvain’s (our engineer) life as a 
bachelor. Yep! What a barrel of fun, 
we had! 

There developed a spirit of cama¬ 
raderie and fellowship as we rarely 
get to see at maintenance, and this 
is particularly important when one 
remembers that families are far 
away and morale is sorely put to 
the test. 


I hope you enjoy them as much 
as we do here at RV 89. I tried to 
capture all your loved ones forgive 
me should I fail. I sincerely hope 
you all enjoy this article as much as 
I enjoyed bringing it to fruition. 

Yours Dutifully, 

MCpl Alexis David Doiron 
I/C ARV 046 RV 89 


Would this be the secret formula 
our boss kept alluding to and which 
all other units were heard to envy? 

Whatever it is, the platoon has 
become a second family, and 
everyone here contributes all he can 
to its welfare. 

Bravo, you guys! Keep up the 
good work! 

ARTE ET MARTE 
Cp Dery 
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Wainwright Support Group 

RV89 

Maintenance 


The Wainwright Maintenance 
organization normally consists of 50 
military and civilian personnel. It 
supports Camp Wainwright equip¬ 
ment, the PPCLI Battle School and 
visiting units training in Wainwright 

During a major exercise such as 
the Rendezvous (RV) series, Camp 
Wainwright forms the nucleus of 
the Wainwright Support Group 
(WSG) and is augmented sizeably 
with additional equipment, support 
and workload. WSG provides third 
line support to the exercise and 
second line support to some of the 
units formed specially for RV89. 

During RV89, the number of 
vehicles on Camp swelled from 170 


to 540 including many rental equip¬ 
ments. These vehicles from all over 
Canada had to be inspected and 
made serviceable for use at RV89 
then re-inspected for return to their 
respective bases and units. To allow 
us to carry out this task, the workshop 
was augmented with 33 additional 
militia and regular force personnel 
from FMC bases all across Canada. 
The fine efforts of these augmentees 
were instrumental in allowing WSG 
Maintenance to successfully com¬ 
plete its' part in RV89. 

Some statistics gathered show 
that WSG Maintenance completed 
over 600 CF1134 inspections during 
the exercise and processed over 
1100 second line workorders. A total 


of 250 recovery requests were 
answered by our recovery crews. 
WSG Maintenance processed all 
local contract work during RV89 and 
completed over 350 contract requests 
with total expenditures exceeding 
$300,000. Repairs ranged from M109 
power pack rebuilds to repairs on 
MMMS field computers. 

Although this organization was 
not field deployed as were the other 
maintenance organizations, all per¬ 
sonnel worked long hours to enable 
us to complete our part in the main¬ 
tenance system during RV89. 

J.B. Cripps 
Captain 

Camp Maintenance Officer 


AVN Wing 


430 ETAH 
Valcartier at 
Wainwright 


It was on 23 April last that the 
mechanics and members of 430 
ETAH left for exercise RV 89. at 
Wainwright, Alberta. No sooner had 
they hit the ground that our 
mechanics rolled up their sleeves 
and set to work putting up in 
almost no time at all a very modern 
camp. Taking their orders from Sgt 
Cloutier, our mechanics had the 
generators going and were ready to 
operate an ultra-modern shop. 

Their sleeping quarters would 
have been the pride of any Hobday 



From left to right, Sgt Cloutier, Cpl Bahl, Cpl Chapados, MCpl Beaucage and 
Cpl Paquette. 430 ETAH Maint team for RV 89- 
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Inn hotel, complete with every com¬ 
modity, including a terrace, showers 
and other amenities. 

Then, work at the bivouac could 
begin. Within two weeks, just about 
everything that was broken had 
been repaired. Several vehicles had 
been damaged during rail transport 
from Valcartier to Wainwright. They 
were also able to perform the usual 
military vehicle inspection and 
maintenance work required. 

Each and everyone had a job to 
do, from duty sergeant to fire picket 
and kitchen patrol. 

Everyone got a 48 hour pass, and 
what better place to spend the time 


off (and the hard earned FOA) than 
at the West Edmonton Mall? How 
nice to get to sleep in a comfortable 
hotel bed, to relax in a whirlpool 
tub, and to down an ice cold beer. 
The second half of the exercise 
would be a breeze after that. 

Today, 17 May 1989, the whole 
camp is hard at work getting ready 
for the four-day exercise which is to 
take us 240 km from our starting 
point, to a spot very near the border. 
We should be back on 21 May 89. 
for four days of rest. In fact, we’re 
planning a squadron party for the 
22nd. Then, we get involved in 
another exercise from 25 to 30 May 


89 as the final phase begins. Strike 
down of the camp is scheduled for 
31 May and 1 June. Vehicles will be 
loaded onto the trains on 2 June, 
and we should be back in Valcartier 
sometime on 3 June. 

For the mechanics of 
430 ETAH Valcartier 
Corporal J.J.R. Boisvert 


202 Workshop Depot 

202 Workshop Depot 
on Exercise Rendez-Vous 89 


By Lt Y.M. Bergeron 

Now that I have your attention, 
you should know that twelve 
members of 202 Workshop Depot 
(Wksp Dep) participated on Exercise 
RV 89. Twelve rough, twelve tough, 
twelve ready to defend their 
country against the monstrous 
enemy. Red Land ... 

Our forces were distributed. Our 
expertise was needed in two 
different units. 125 Maint Bn got the 
first pick with one Lieutenant, 3 FCS 
techs QL 3, and 4 Wpns techs QL 3. 
1 FSH (Field Surgical Hospital) 
received on MCpl and 3 FCS techs 
QL 3. These units did not know it 
yet but they now had in their ranks 
the pick of the crop, the champagne 
among wines, the best of the best. 

At 1 FSH our guys were the 
unit’s guiding light. They worked 
hard to ensure that this field 
hospital was completely wired up to 
the generators, that all the heaters 
were functional and that their elec¬ 
trical equipment was in good 


working order. But beware to those 
who got on the wrong side of our 
FCS ... their heaters could, quite 
unfortunately, stop working and be 
VERY difficult to fix! However, 
strangely enough, the CO’s heater 
functioned well throughout the 
exercise, how lucky! 

At 125 Maint Bn all 202 Wksp 
Dep personnel ended up in the 
same company. Who ever said that 
the military was not logical was 
wrong: the FCS techs went to the 
FCS platoon and the Wpn techs to 
the Wpns platoon! Incredible isn’t 
it? The Lieutenant was OIC Mat 
Platoon, she too found herself in the 
Weapons, Electronics and Materiel 
Company (WE & Mat Coy). 

Upon their arrival the FCS techs 
went to work unrolling miles and 
miles of wire across the whole biv¬ 
ouac. But did they have nightmares 
of being wrapped in all sorts of 
wires with a light bulb in their 
mouth? Probably! but they didn’t 
admit it. Why? Because they are 
rough, they are tough, they are 
ready to defend our country against 


all enemy, even against nightmarish 
electrical wires. 

On top of doing their technical 
work, the wpns techs helped the 
company Quarter-Master section, 
other platoons as co-drivers during 
exercises and fought with honour at 
CATTALO BRIDGE against the infa¬ 
mous enemy (the airborne). 

CATTALO BRIDGE ... the battle 
ground where 125 Maint Bn won its 
battle honours. It should not be for¬ 
gotten that members of 202 Work¬ 
shop Depot participated along side 
their peers from the Service Batallions. 

And now you know. A detail 
which probably escaped most of 
you: 202 Workshop Depot was 
represented on RV 89 and its per¬ 
sonnel tackled successfully the 
challenges and tasks put before 
them. 
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